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Does such an attunement, in which man is brought before the
nothing itself, occur in human existence?

This can and does occur... By this anxiety we do not mean the
quite common anxiousness, ultimately reducible to fearfulness...
a peculiar calm pervades it. Anxiety is indeed anxiety in the face
of... but not in the face of this or that thing... We can get no hold
on things. In the slipping away of beings only this “no hold on
things” comes over us and remains. Anxiety reveals the
nothing... Anxiety robs us of speech. Because being as a whole
slip away, so that just the nothing crowds around, in the face of
anxiety all utterance of the “is” falls silent".’
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