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To see a World in a Grain of Sand  

And a Heaven in a Wild Flower �

Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand 

And Eternity in an hour�

William Blake 
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One might say that on the question of infinity Hegel and 

Kant recapitate the classic struggle between Athens and 

Jerusalem. For Hegel as for the ancient Greeks the idea of an 

uncompletable, inexhaustible reality was obnoxious; it 

violates their sense of form and order. For Kant as for 

classical Judaism, to the contrary, a true infinity, 

inexhaustible and even unconceivable in content, is the most 

majestic conception possible. Its very “irreality” is held to be 

the origin of all reality.25 
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"The Kantian notion of infinity figures as an ideal of reason…without the incomplete being confronted with a 

privileged experience of infinity… The infinity referring to the infinite marks the most anti-Cartesian point of 

Kantian philosophy as, later, of Heidegerian philosophy. Hegel returns to Descartes in maintaining the 

positivity of the infinite… In returning to the Cartesian notion of infinity, the ‘idea of infinity’ put in the 

separate being by the infinite, we retain its positivity." (pp. 196-197). 
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