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changing in the wake of changing reality. This structure allows for a constant updating
of the social, national and pragmatic ideals, while preserving their basic and eternal
Torah-based importance. We found that the combination of an immutable Torah-based
foundation with the ability to deal with changing reality, both in the halakhic and
ideological spheres, is one of the central keys to understanding Admanit's philosophy
regarding the encounter between "outside™ and "inside", between religion and ethics

and between "new" and "old".

The concluding part of the paper is dedicated to Admanit's educational path in light of
his philosophy on the question of "values and Tora in the test of time". We examine his
unique educational path compared to accepted educational models, while
demonstrating its ability to confront the challenges of Jewish sovereignty, immigrant

absorption, Jewish continuity and the education of girls.

Admanit was accepted as an ideological leader in the Torah V'Avodah movement (the

religious pioneering movement) during the stormy period of anti-Semitism, a terrible

Holocaust, the rebirth of the State of Israel and the transition to sovereignty>*®. His

philosophy and his leadership provided his association's members with renewed
confidence in their religious path, and in their ability to combine Torah values and
modernity, and also turned him into a figure with whom many people could identify.
This work attempts to learn more about this man, about whom there is little research,

and who was unique in both his philosophical and his educational approach.

518 Fishman, Judaism and Modernization on the religious kibbutz, explained the issue as '"the
ability of Halakha-based Jewish tradition to switch to a rational life in response to
modernization" (op. cit. p. X1). In this work Admanit's philosophy was chosen, both because of
his outstanding spiritual leadership and because of his unique treatment of the question of
preserving classical constructs of faith in a modern world.
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they implementeded by building cooperative pioneering religious settlements in the
Land of Israel. Admanit's personality led him to work in the field of education in the
young kibbutz. Because of his work as an educator and his ideological involvement as
a thinker, he was consulted about problems that arose in the dramatic situation during
the years of the Holocaust, the Israel's War of Independence, the absorption of mass
immigration and establishment of Jewish sovereignty. He realized that the intuitive
concensus about the ideological path amongst the founders of the Religious Kibbutz
Movement was no longer sufficient, and began committing his thoughts to writing,
regarding the burning questions of his time. Yet, he never authored a systematic and

coherent philosophy.

In this research we attempt to explain Admanit's thoughts on the question of "values
and Torah in the Test of Time" based on his articles and quated opinions, as well as
approaching his thoughts through research methods dealing with the encounter of a
religious society with a changing reality in general, and within Religious Zionism and
the Religious Kibbutz Movements in particular. The work centers around a model that
describes Admanit's thoughts on this question. It was found that his approach combines
Halakhic and ideological innovation, with a conservative adherence to the authenticity
of the Torah. His Halakhic philosophy is based on acceptance of the Torah as a
permanent foundation, that directs us to three Halakhic focal points for Halakhic
investigation, which are capable of adjustments in response to a changing reality : the
written halakha, the major ethical values and principles found in the Tora and the
individual vision of the desired future. This philosophical structure enables Halakhic
flexibility along with continued religious stability. His ideological world is related on
three "timeless" Torah-based areas : the social, the national and the practical, which

are implemented in the dynamic reality by ideals that are capable of
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Abstract

In this paper, an attempt to seize on the roots of the thought of Tzuriel Admanit (1915-
1973) on the subject of "values and Torah in the Test of Time" and its educational
implications, was taken. The subject preoccupied the Jewish world, and assumed
additional importance in light of the phenomenon of secularization following the
Emancipation, and in light of the identity crisis in Judaism caused by the conflict
between tradition and modernity. The importance of Admanit's thought stems from the
fact that he was accepted as an ideological leader by the Religious Kibbutz Movement
and the Bnei Akiva youth movement, which are outgrowths of the "religious Zionist
Movement". These movements were at the forefront of Neo-Orthodoxy in the 20th
century, that aspired to enable Orthodoxy to escape its defensive and isolationist posture
and participate in modern life.5*® The Religious Kibbutz Movement was considered the
avant-garde of this trend, due to its commitment to implement it's values in practice. In
this innovative ethical-religious sphere, Admanit was a prominent figure because his

intelectual world "focused for the most part on one fundamental axis, Halakha and

reality".>%°

In his youth, Admanit was deeply aware of the damage caused by the ideational
"compartmentalization™ and isolation common in communities advocating the "Torah
im Derekh Eretz" approach in their attitude towards changing reality, as well as the
tragic mistake of the Orthodox leadership in adhering to the prohibition against
organized immigration to the Land of Israel, this despite fundamental changes in the
diaspora. Admanit joined the founders of the Religious Kibbutz Movement, who

confronted the changing reality and called for a more "wholistic" religious life, which

%1% Fishman, Judaism and Modernity on the religious kibbutz, p. 46.
520 Ben Sasson, Admanit's Opinions, p. 15.
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