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| consider it counterintuitive, however, to think that the stories in a work as
carefully edited over as long a period as the BT (=Baylonian Talmud) should
not have a substantive connection to the primary interests of the redactors,

namely the particular Mishnah, halakhic issue or theological matter at hand.*®
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[S]tudy of the relationship between stories and their literary and halakhic
contexts sheds light on redactional methods. Why have the Stammaim included
a given story in the sugya? Why has this story been juxtaposed with a certain

Mishnah or halakhic issue?**
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"Polysemy in midrash, then, is to be understood as a claim to textual stability rather than its opposite,
an indeterminate state of endlessly deferred meanings and unresolved conflicts. In fact, midrashic
polysemy suggests more than just textual stability; it points to a fantasy of social stability, of human
community in complete harmony, where disagreement is either resolved agreeably or maintained in
peace."
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| consider it counterintuitive, however, to think that the stories in a work as
carefully edited over as long a period as the BT (=Baylonian Talmud) should
not have a substantive connection to the primary interests of the redactors,

namely the particular Mishnah, halakhic issue or theological matter at hand.'%®
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[S]tudy of the relationship between stories and their literary and halakhic
contexts sheds light on redactional methods. Why have the Stammaim included
a given story in the sugya? Why has this story been juxtaposed with a certain

Mishnah or halakhic issue?'
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