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Abstract

This study deals with nonverbal Divine communications made to Gentiles, and its theological
significance. We shall look first at the various nuances of the ways in which God may
communicate with human beings, and then at the theological messages conveyed through
nonverbal signs. Finally we shall examine narratives that deal with nonverbal signs sent by
God to Gentiles.

la. God to Human Beings: Modes of Communication
In order to guide humanity into submission to the Divine will, God communicates with the
world through three channels: direct address; the despatch of an emissary (angel or man) with
a verbal message; or the occurrence of significant events.

1. Divine utterance

God may direct speech to men or women, individuals or groups, Israelites or Gentiles, but the
usual addressees are individual Israelite men. The Revelation on Mount Sinai is a unique
instance of an address to an entire people. God's communication with Moses, by contrast, is
extremely intimate.

ii. Despatch of a messenger
God may choose to send an emissary - an angel or a human being — with a spoken message.
With the exception of Balaam (Num. 22-24), all human emissaries are Israelite.

1ii. Significant events

The theological meaning of God's activity in nature, perceived as "the works of God," is the
creation of a system of reward and punishment. A theophany (and the concomitant changes in
nature) demonstrates the Divine might to witnesses and is often accompanied
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by a divine message. Dreams of the type that contain "showings" without any divine
clarification give information about the future. Signs like the pillar of cloud direct people
towards correct conduct. God may be asked for information as to the future by means of the
Urim and Thumim or lots.

1b. God's Contact with Israelites and with Gentiles and its Theological Significance

The Bible relates how God chooses the people of Israel and enters into covenants with them
that form a mutual link between the parties. Observance of the covenant by the Chosen
People leads to three differences in the mode and quality of Divine communications as
between Israelites and Gentiles. Verbal communications occur most commonly to Israelites;
all human intermediaries dispatched are Israelite; and communication with Gentiles is
characteristically nonverbal.

2a. Nonverbal Divine Messages to Human Beings: Types, Backgrounds and Causes

Cases occur in which nonverbal signs are accompanied by a divine clarification during the
incident itself. The changes in nature that follow a theophany lead addressees towards
submission. Most theophanies contain a clarification, and apart from the theophany in Job 38-
41 all take place in the presence of Israelites.

The theological interpretation of God's manifestations in nature points to a system of
reward and punishment. Saving miracles directed at an entire community occur only to
Israelites, while retributive miracles may involve Gentiles. Witnesses of such wonders in the
Biblical narratives recognize God's might, submit themselves to Him, and receive a specific
message. Some events are interpreted as Divine signs - the fire consuming an offering
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indicates acceptance; the pillar of cloud signals when the people must resume their Journey;
and a "sign" reinforces a prophet's declarations.

The Israelites are provided with some nonverbal techniques for asking God about the
future, or requesting guidance. The Urim and Thumim tell military leaders when to fight and
instruct priests in the laws associated with the Divine service. Lots help to settle financial
disputes and ritual issues, and to locate sought - for objects. Nonverbal signs are accorded to
Gentiles to warn them of the risk to themselves if their acts endanger Israelites or they make
an improper use of ceremonial objects they have captured.

Dreams present the dreamer with articles that are familiar within his environment,
divine information being conveyed through symbolic objects. Apart from the dreams of
Joseph, dreams that do not contain a divine utterance are characteristic of narratives involving
Gentiles.

2b. Nonverbal Divine Messages to Israelites and to Gentiles And How They Differ

The existence of a covenant between God and Israel accounts for the five differences between
the nonverbal signs sent to Israelites and to Gentiles. Israelites ask God for a nonverbal sign;
many such signs are given to them, and they are regularly available (like the Urim and
Thumim) and varied; accounts of Divine salvation are characteristic of narratives involving
Israelites, as are theophanies; and dreams devoid of Divine clarification are associated with
Gentiles.

3a. Nonverbal Divine Communicatign with Gentiles and its Background

This chapter discusses authorial identity, and the demarcation within the text and literary
genre of the twelve narratives of
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nonverbal Divine communication to Gentiles. These are as follows: (1) Sarai in the house of
Pharaoh (Gen. 12:10-13:1); (2) the dreams of the Chief Butler and the Chief Baker (Gen. 40);
(3) Pharaohls dreams (Gen. 41:1-16); (4) Balaam‘s ass (Num. 22:21-35); (5) the Midianite's
dream (Jud. 7:9-15); (6-7) the wandering of the Ark of the Lord in Philistia (which includes
the plague among the Philistines) (1 Sam. 5); (8) Naaman's leprosy (2 Kings 5:1—19); (9) the
lions among the settlers in Samaria (2 Kings 17:24-41); (10-11) Nebuchadnezzar's dreams
(Dan. 2; 3:31-4:37); (12) the writing on the wall at Belshazzar's feast (Dan. 5).

3b. The Narratives Compared and Contrasted

Five elements constitute points of difference among these narratives. They belong to different
literary types; were composed and edited at different times; are taken from different literary
sources, and have been placed in different collections. The figures mentioned in them belong
to different social levels; and the narratives in the book of Daniel are written in Aramaic
while the rest are in Hebrew. However, the twelve narratives display four points in common.
All are prose compositions; they contain no Divine praise of the Gentile addressees;
transmission of the indirect message leads to a strong emotional reaction in the addressees;
and the Divine message reaches the addressees in the course of the narrative itself, so that
afterwards they understand what is required of them.

3c. Nonverbal Divine Communication to Gentiles: Motivation and Theological Message
Two reasons for the creation of a nonverbal link between God and Gentiles can be
distinguished. When Gentiles do not recognize God or are not concerned to obey Him, but
God nevertheless wishes them
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to submit to Him so that they should not come to harm, a message may have didactic force;
or a message may be associated with an Israelite or with a ceremonial article. When God
wishes to reward deserving Israelites, to raise them to greatness or rescue them from
captivity, or to redeem a ritual object which has fallen to the enemy, a nonverbal message
may instruct the Gentiles concerned in the behavior required of them.

Information about the future is transmitted by God in dreams; "signs" are given as
warning or guidance; and Divine affliction punishes the Gentiles for their sins.

4. Theological Implications
This chapter analyzes three narratives with particular attention to their theological
significance.

a. The Wandering of the Ark of the Lord in Philistia (1 Sam. 5)
The various characters indicate what the narrator regards as the correct attitude towards God
and the Ark. Dagon's submission to the Ark and the plagues in Philistia and Beth-shemesh
show both the Philistines and the Israelites that the Ark should be kept in Israel and treated
with respect. A dual message is given to the Gentiles - they must honor God and pay Him a
sin-offering; and they must recognize that they are not the legal owners of the Ark and that it
must be returned to the Israelites.
b. The Lions Among the Settlers in Samaria (2 Kings 17:24-41)
According to the narrative, the inhabitants of Samaria understand the plague of lions to mean
that "the custom of the God of the land," that is, the worship of God in "high places," should
be observed together with the practices of their countries of origin. The rebuke in verses 34-
40 reflects the editor's disapproval of these heathen rites: the Gentiles too should serve God
alone. Thus
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the message is that the Gentiles must observe the rite known as "fear of the Lord," and that
they must treat the land of Israel with respect and keep "the custom of the God of the land."

b. The Writing on the Wall (Dan. 5)
We learn from the narrative that the writing on the wall tells Belshazzar that God condemns
his pride, his praise for idolatry and his profane use of sacred Israelite utensils. Belshazzar's
need of an Israelite interpreter leads him to show Daniel honor, and so the points are made
that Belshazzar must both listen to the messages spelt out by Daniel, and recognize that the
Israelite is invested with the spirit of God and is to be listened to and respected.

The overall conclusion is that nonverbal signs constitute a means of transmitting messages
from God to Gentiles which have a dual force. They teach a lesson, and they convey a
message connected with an Israelite or with a ritual object.



