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In most of these passages from Rav Kook's writings, he identifies, not with Moses'
historic character, but with the figure of the messiah and perhaps that of Adam. As
such, Rav Kook joins other Jewish philosophical writers who saw, as part of their
role, to fix Moses' image or as figures above that of Moses.

The concluding chapter aims at including all of the issues discussed previously in
order to try and present the overall picture arising from them. We can arrive at a
number of conclusions. First, investigation of Rav Kook's writings, in light of
Kabbalic sources, especially in light of the AR"I writings, shows that he used many
ideas from these sources but chose to formulate and rephrase them in his own
language. Second, his usage of Moses' image shows that Rav Kook found it
important to deal with phenomena from outside the religious world in order to try and
include them within the borders of holiness. These examples not only shed light on
his writings and philosophy, but also imply that Rav Kook viewed himself as one of
the righteous people of his generation, perhaps the messiah himself, or at least the

precursor of the messiah.



himself on Maimonides' opinion that Moses' sin was mainly due to his anger. Rav
Kook adopts this explanation but interprets this anger to reflect an inability to
incorporate varied opinions. Elsewhere, Rav Kook mentions the idea of anger but
regarding a rigid study of the Torah. This idea, which originates mainly from the
description of the Tikunei Zohar, leads Rav Kook to express his opinion as to how a
correct Torah world should function. In an additional source, Rav Kook bases himself
on the AR"l who sees Moses' sin as resulting from an attempt to implement change
without being attentive to current reality and needs.

In dealing with Moses' sin, Rav Kook revealed the shortcomings of Moses' leadership
and his preference of other leadership figures such as Elihayu or Yehoshua Ben Nun.
The third chapter concentrates on investigating the relationship between Moses and
the messiah. This topic, which is touched upon in sources previously mentioned,
stands on its own merit. Here again the sources differ. Sources from the Tikunim see
Moses as the ultimate figure, above and beyond the messiah, who can bring about the
most basic and full changes in reality and the Torah world. The AR"I describes the
messiah as being a basic facet of Moses and its discovery in the future will uncover
the deep meaning of the Torah. In addition, the AR"I presents Moses and the messiah
as two parts of Adam whose image was diminished because of his sin and will be
rebuilt in the future.

Rav Kook, based mainly on the AR"I's interpretation, describes the relationship
between Moses and the messiah a number of ways with an underlying common
theme. The different descriptions all relate to a messianic desire to expand the borders
of holiness and Torah to include phenomenon and ideas that are not a part of the

traditional world. These ideas reveal an important facet of Rav Kook's self identity.



this relationship. In the Tikkunim sources the Erev Rav is depicted as the
representative of the forces of evil. Therefore, any proximity was regarded as sin and
the only way to rectify the situation was complete annihilation. On the other hand,
the AR"I describes the underlying relationship between Moses' soul and the souls of
the Erev Rav which has yet to be finalized and this is Moses' future destiny.

In Rav Kook's writing we find a number of different elements describing this
relationship. From his writing we can infer that this relationship reflects his own
doubts as to how to best deal with phenomena of heresy and secularity. In one of his
writings we find reservations regarding adopting Moses' decision how to deal with
this issue. On the other hand, in writings found in Kvatzim one can identify a
willingness to accept the AR"I's description of Moses' messianic role as the one who
will purify and fix the souls. This can also be found in passages dealing with the
breaking of the ten commandments which Rav Kook interprets as part of Moses'
ability to deal with the Erev Rav, who represents the forces that break traditional
frameworks.

In this chapter we will also discuss additional examples of the usage of Moses' image
in order to portray figures willing to accept phenomenon that deviate from the borders
of the traditional holy and religious world and acceptance of ideas originating from
the secular world or foreign sources. These examples include Moses' relationship
with the angel of death, Moses writing the Torah in seventy languages, the
importance of the land of Israel for Moses, etc.

The second chapter deals with Moses' famous sin in Mei Meriva. Moses' sin is
mentioned many times in sources of Jewish thought. Here again, one can identify the

influences of various sources on Rav Kook's writings. We find that Rav Kook bases



Abstract

The introduction of this paper deals with the methodological principals that served
as the basis for this work. The first principal deals with issues regarding the use of
figures from Jewish tradition to express ideas and thoughts, especially the figure of
Moses. The decision to choose a specific figure stresses the desire to identify with
that figure and understand its importance. This is especially true regarding the figure
of Moses. Moses serves as one of the central figures in the writings of Rav Kook. As
a result, there is great importance in investigating his figure in order to better
understand Rav Kook's writings, thoughts and conception of himself.

The second principal deals with the sources of Rav Kook's writings. There is a wide
range of opinions on this matter. Most researchers accept the richness of his writings
and the diverse sources that he used, but differ when trying to differentiate between
the important and less important sources. In order to deal with this issue, the
introduction includes a broad description of the sources found within Rav Kook's
writings dealing with Kaballah and its study, discovering the secrets of the Torah etc.
The conclusion derived from these sources is that Rav Kook believed in creating a
new Kaballic language that would be clear and understandable. In light of this, one
can conclude that in order to understand Rav Kook's writings one must first read
through sources from Kaballic literature. Passages written by Rav Kook need to be
investigated in light of these sources and special attention should be given to the way
Rav Kook formulates and rephrases ideas from earlier sources.

The first chapter concentrates on how Moses dealt with the forces of heresy and
secularity. One of the main issues dealt with in this chapter is the relationship between

Moses and the Erev Rav. In Kaballic sources we find two different explanations for
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