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borders of sanctity and the religious distinctions. These discussions demonstrate
the productivity of the dialectical approach, by which the discourse is required to
provide a variety of new interpretations. In addition, these discussions also
demonstrate the centrality of the body in R. Zadok's concept of Jewish identity, in
which the identity is embedded in the body by birth and symbolized by it, creating
a complicated perspective on its symbolic borders.

The fifth chapter examines the meaning that R. Zadok ascribes to the ethnic
distinction between Jews and gentiles. This topic is discussed in three ways: the
first part of the chapter discusses events in which the ethnic border is breached by
sexual relationship between Jews and gentiles, and examines R. Zadok's
discussions of this issue; the second part discusses the way in which R. Zadok
describes the possibility of conversion and its implications on the relations
between the Jewish descent and the religious distinctions; the third part examines
the way in which the marking of the ethnic distinction functions in R. Zadok's
discussions, and points at the implications of this sharp distinction on his
understanding of the complicated relationship between Jews and gentiles in their
actual existence.

The sixth and last chapter is a summary, which examines the implications of the
central themes in R. Zadok's concept of Jewish identity on the contemporary
discourse. This comparison allows a new perspective on the relations between
essentialist conceptions, fixation, and negative attitude towards the other. This
chapter also examines the application of R. Zadok's concepts in a different field,
by comparing them to the modern orthodox discourse on sexuality. The chapter
ends in pointing at the main contributions that I find in R. Zadok's conception to

the different circles of the Jewish identity discourse.
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describes how the attribution of unconditioned sanctity to the Jewish descent
creates a dialectical tension between the ethnic distinction and the religious
distinctions, according to which the sanctity depends on religious conduct. this
tension leads to the creation of new concepts of sanctity, in order to clarify the
meaning of the Jewish descent.

The second part of the chapter shows how R. Zadok's focus on the meaning of the
Jewish descent leads him to ascribe the collective identity features and
contradictions of existentialist character, which are based in their original context
on the contradiction between the individual and the society, the personal intuition
and the common discourse. In this process, the contradiction between the
transcending individual and the common norms is contained in the collective
identity.

The third part of the chapter continues to study the meaning of this tension, And
points at two directions which R. Zadok's discussion turns to: the separating
approach, which places the core of the Jewish identity in an inner sphere,
disconnected from the actual conduct; and the dialectical approach, in which the
Jewish descent is described as a platform for an interpretation that seeks to contain
the exterior, and finds new appearances of the Jewish identity in the conduct that
was first understood as foreign to it. The dialectical approach, in which I see the
main innovation of R. Zadok in this domain, forms a unique identity discourse:
according to this approach, the Jewish identity is revealed through constant
expansion of its borders, and the task of the discourse is to accompany this
movement with continuing interpretation.

The fourth chapter examines the implications of the dialectical approach to the
Jewish identity by studying R. Zadok's discussions about the prohibition of
wasting semen. This chapter examines some of the interpretations that R. Zadok
provides for the meaning of this prohibition, and connects them to the basic
tensions in his concept of Jewish identity. These discussions are read as an
example of the discourse which forms the meaning of this identity, by providing

new interpretations to its basic concepts, especially the relation between the
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Abstract

This research examines the concept of Jewish identity in the writings of R. Zadok
Hakohen of lublin, in comparison to the main trends in the philosophy of identity
and their expressions in the Jewish identity discourse. My goal is to create a
connection between the texts written by R. Zadok and the contemporary concepts
and discussions in the domain of Jewish identity, to use interpretation as a bridge
over the historical and conceptual gap between these worlds, in order to show new
directions that emerge from such encounter. I would like to show on the one hand
that this kind of reading can allow a new and deeper understanding of R. Zadok's
writings, and enrich the identity discourse with new ways of thinking on the other
hand.

The research begins with two introductory chapters. The first chapter reviews the
state of research of R. Zadok's writings concerning the domain of this research,
and points to its relation to the new perspective that this research offers. the first
chapter also describes the method of this research and the way it creates the
connections between the identity discourse and the R. Zadok's writings. It also
describes the complex style of R. Zadok's writing, and offers an appropriate
reading method.

The second chapter presents the conceptual background with which 1 am
approaching the study of R. Zadok's writings. This chapter reviews central trends
in the philosophy of identity, and presents concepts, distinctions and questions
that will be used in order to examine R. Zadok's concept. Each of these trends is
described in its general philosophical context, and in its application in the Jewish
identity discourse. The chapter ends with an examination of the meaning ascribed
to the Jewish descent by each of these trends, in light of the central role of this
concept in R. Zadok's concept.

The third chapter begins the study of R. Zadok's writings. This chapter describes
the main aspects of R. Zadok's concept of Jewish identity, by examining the

function of the category of descent in his writings. The first part of the chapter
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