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falls of civilizations- the demand for codification reaches its climax
the penultimate age before a social catastrophe, long after the pe

achievement in jurisprudence has been passed, and when the legislators

the day are ilrretrievably on the run in a losing battle with ungovernab
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forces of destruction .
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193 ABSTRACT

The catastrophe of the Crusades caused the French-German centers of learning to develope a
written Talmudic tradition instead of the oral one. This too was discontinued by the burning of the
Talmud in 1242. The scholars of the generation then attempted to summarize and codify their traditions,
and found the Alfasi to be a suitable structure upon which their summaries could be arranged, being a
comprehnsive Halakhic base, without neglecting the Talmudic order and terminology.

In Catalonia-Provence as well, the middle of the thirteenth century was the beginning of a
new phase in Rabbinic literature, where the conservation of the existing material overtook the
production of novellae.

In Moslem Spain, North Africa and the Orient, the Talmud had practically no era of written
tradition, since this means of learning was usually limited to Mishna, popular Halakhic momographs (in
Arabic), or anthologies of Halakha in its Talmudic form, the last of which was the Alfasi. Halakhic
authority was heavily centralized, first in Baghdad, and later in Alfasi's AlLucena. With the destruction
of AlLucena two generation after the Alfasi, his Halakhot attained the status of the Batrai of the __

(Geonic era.
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In order to fully understand the function of the Alfasi gloss-supplements, one must grasp the
magnitude of the Alfasi during this era, as a result of the dynamics of the periodization process of
Halakhic authority. This is an organic process in which the Halakha protects itself from dispertion by
designating points in time, where the authority of the predecessors can no longer be challenged. The
dynamics of how these points are designated has only recently been discussed in depth, primarily by $.Z
Havlin.

Havlin raised different models, but his inclination was to emphasize the role of the books
which attained canonization or universal acceptance, such as the Bible, Mishna, or Shulkhan Arukh,
in the process of periodization. Once a literary corpus or codex has been universally accepted,
subsequent works can no longer participate, and thus can not share its level of authority.

According to this model, it would be difficult to isolate a "Geonic Period". Yet, we find in the
generations following' the publication and circulation of the Alfasi, automatic reverance for the
generations prior to, and incuding, Alfasi (with the exeption of Maimonides). This reverance is initially
only on a literary level, but by the beginning of the fourteenth century, it is retrospectively assumed to
have been on a formalistic level. The Alfasi is percieved to be the code of law that summarizes the
Geonic Era, stratifying it into an isolated period whose authority cannot be challenged.

This can be understood by combining the abovementioned model with one that includes
historical factors, a model that can be readily found in the works of the medivial masters themselves:
The authorities are of equal status until their period is ended by a break in the continuity of Rabbinic
tradition, usually caused externally by the destruction of the center of learning. The last, or most
comprehensive Halakhic Code of the era attains the status of the Batrai, which is gradually percieved by
subsequnt generations to be the summary of the previous era. The Batrai can no longer be challenged
without the aid of a prooftext from its own era. With time, this too is usually not done, since it is
assumed that the Batrai was the culmination of his era, and was thus aware of all the opinions up to his
time.

In the case of the Geonim, the rift in the continuity of tradition occurs at the beginning of the
eleventh century, and the retrospective recognition of the authority of the period is complete towards

the end of the thiteenth. This is true in all the different centers of learning, albeit for different reasons.
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not cited even once in any subsequent Talmudic literature, yet they can be found in manuscripts copied
in Persia, Alleppo, Italy, Corfu and the Orient, ranging from the thirteenth century to the eighteenth. It is

their function that made these books vital, not the magnitude of their authors.

Scholars of Rabbinic Bibliography, such as Azulai, Epstien and Benedict, have developed and
implimented textual criteria for determining if a given text is commenting on the Halakhot Alfasi, not the
Talmud. Their primary method is to discern wether the organization of the Talmudic material being
commented upon reflects the original Talmudic text, or its re-organized form found in the Halakhot.
Even language signals can be found almost universally in the Alfasi literature, such as the term "The
Rav" in refference to Alfasi, signifiying that Alfasi is exclusively the subject of the commentary. A
functional approach can also add criteria, by deducing wether the author is assuming that the reader is
studying only the Alfasi code, and the Talmud is unavailable.

In order to compile an Alfasi gloss-supplement, out of elements that originally were
commenting on the Talmud, the author must re-edit, rearrange and reorganize his material, to fit its new
base-text. In the dual structure of the gloss-supplement, the author is usually committed to bring as
much of Rashi's gloss as is relevant, a commitment that is difficult to maintain while remaining
committed to the Alfasi text. Since some authors employ both Rashi's gloss and R’ Yonatan's, a certain
balance can be found between them, sometimes even in a conglomerate form. These tasks may be
considered to be the greatest challenge facing the authors, and it is here that some of them show a
brilliant virtuoso of editing (and even "word processing") talent. Whereas some of the authors present
their sources in their original unrefined form, leaving us with the inmpression that the book is merely a
rough draft, other authors, such as Abraham of Tudela, combine their sources in an intricate weave,

When the Talmudic readings available to the author vary from Alfasi's, the latter is usually
given priority, simply because it is the text facing the student. Yet, when Alfasi himself offers an original
commentary, that differs from Rashi's, it usually is cited after Rashi, if not ignored completely. When
Alfasi's original Halakhic decision conflicts with the author's tradition, he will often reffer to Alfasi's
opinion as just one in a field of many, without always granting Alfasi the lead position in the article. In
light of what has been determined about the function of these works, this should not be surprising. The
Alfasi was a universal Halakhic baseline, even in places where his opinion was not accepted

automatically.
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Using an apparently early edition of Rashi, R. Yonatan of Lunel devised the first Alfasi gloss that
engulfed the text in the same manner, and to the same extent, as the Talmud glosses did. R' Yonatan
supplemented material which was relevant to the Provencal Rabbinic tradition. This was to become the
standard format to be used in the coming two centuries throughout the Halakic world. R' Yonotan's
work was well known in the Orient, and was even used occasionaly in latter gloss-supplements as an
alternative to Rashi. Yet, even where R' Yonatan was not likely to have been a central influence, the
format was used, as a result of the function of this new genre. In the Genizah there are commentaries
that have no traces of Rashi's gloss, as it might have been unavailable to the author. Nontheless, the
standard format is retained, employing available glosses, possibly R' Nissim or R' Baruch.

The Alfasi, along with its gloss-supplements, served the function Halakhic decision, but was
not intended to take part in the organic extension of the Talmud, in the academic sphere of learning. In
Northern Europe, where Talmud study for its own sake was most intense, less effort was invested in this
field. In general, the prestige of the Halakhot gloss-supplements was likely to have been secondary to
works of the Talmudists, The function of the Talmudic academies can be described as serving the
process of production, employing means of deduction and extrapolation to expand the breadth of the
Talmud, just as the Talmud itself does. On the other hand, the function of Alfasi studies is to serve the
process of Halakhic "consumption", codifying the Law in a practical order. In this light one can
understand why it was the authors of the Alfasi literature who were the first to set Maimonides' Mishne
Torah on the Talmudic stage, long before it was recognized by the classic Talmudists.

This may also explain why most of the authors of the Alfasi gloss-supplements seem to be of lesser
magnitude than the authors of the Talmudic novellae. Many of them are students of the great
Talmudists. The relative anonimity of the authors is justified by the nature of the genre, which demands
more accounatability than personal brilliance and innovation. Although numerous passages of the classic
Talmudic novellae find their way into the Alfasi supplements, there is virtually no traffic in the other
direction. Even when the authors also produced famous novellae, such as R' Aharon Halevi, or Ritba,
their students rarely cite their master's Alfasi works. On the other hand, being a self-contained genre, the
authors of the Alfasi gloss-supplements often use previous Alfasi works as primary element in their
production.

Despite their anonimity, Alfasi gloss-supplements were anything but obscure, having been copied often

and dispersed well beyond the authors' time and vicinty. For example, R' Yehuda AlMandari's works are
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and indeed can be found in numerous Genizah remnants. The Alfasi, being the culmination of the
Halakhic literature, immediately earned glosses and arabic translations. Talmudic commentary in general
was then in its primitive, formative stage, and so too did some of the Alfasi glosses begin to include
commentary, in addition to that which Alfasi himself added to the Talmudic text.

As the use of the Alfasi as the standard Halakha textbook extended beyond the geographic
and chronological borders of its authority, a requiem developed for supplementary material, so that all
the necessary Halakhic sources could continue to be contained in the framework of this one universal
textbook. As the Halakhic field varied from one Bet-Midrash to another, so too .Would the
supplementary material differ. Each Bet-Midrash had to supplement the universal text with its own
particular traditions and texts.

~ Initially, in the genaration adjacent to R. Alfasi's, these supplements were minimal, so they
appeared with the Alfasi text in the form of Hasagot, such as R. Ephraim and Rashbam. But with the
extension of time and the scope of usage, more material had to be supplemented in order to save the
universal textbook from obsolsence.

The supplements moved out into the margins, where, in most cases, they joined the glosses of
Talmud commentary. The exception to this conglomeration of gloss and suppplement was in Ashkenaz,
(a phenomena that may be related to their advanced progress in graphics), and in Provence in the case of
the Hashlama. In the former, the amount of additional material that was required in order to make the
Alfasi a useable Halakhic code for the Ashkenazi rabbis, was to great to be limited to the standard
format. Instead, the student was provided with the standard talmud gloss (a reduced version of Rashi)
on the opposite margin, and the supplementary material remained in its unrefined form (such as the
Mordachai). In the case of the Hashlama, the supplement was immediately conglomerated with the gloss
in a subsequent work: the Me'orot. '

This formative pattern - on the margins of a written textbook, differs
from the evolution of the Quantros glosses on the Talmud, of which Rashi's is the most famous and
dominant, which developed as notebooks, detached from any written text. The difference is apparent in
the manner in which the commentary reffers to the subject.

After the Early Crusades (and, to some degree, because of them), Rashi's gloss became the
standardized universal commentary to the Talmud, even as it was still being edited in the hands of

Rashi's students. Different editions of The Gloss were available to the second generation of Alfasi users.
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The Halkhot' of R. Isaac ben Jacob Alfasi was the primary halakhic code from the time it was
written, in the late eleventh century, to well beyond the era of Maimonides. Apparently, it was not
rendered obselete by the latter codes, perhaps until the conception of the Turim in the mid-fourteenth
century. During this period, the Halakhot served as the central source of Rabbinic Law, and played the
role of the the foundation of Halakhic decision, even more so than the Talmud itself. A quantitative look
at the remnants of the era, that have been found in the Cairo Genizah, prove that copys of the Halakhot,
along with its predecessors of the Halakhot Pesukot prototype, were at least as common as the Talmud.

Even after Maimonides recodified the Law in encyclopedic form, the Rabbis, particularly
those with Talmudic experience, preffered the Alfasi code, because it displays the original Talmudic
source, thus bearing more authority as well as more options. Maimonides himself urged his pupils to
study the Alfasi. In the Ashkenazic communities, unchallenged authority was never granted to any post-
talmudic literature. Nonetheless, the Alfasi served there as a base-text during the late stages of Tosafot
literature, when secondary Tosafists like Mordachai and R'Ash, were attempting to conserve their
predecessor's decisions. The same holds true, to a greater degree, in Provence, where from the thirteenth
century onwards, the rabbis were in a similiar stage of literary conservation, just in time for the
immigration and influx of the Spanish rabbinic traditions. The sages of Moslem Spain, when renderring a
decision, preffered to use Halakhot literature to the Talmud, since they saw the former to be an organic
extension and devélopement of the latter. The supreme authority was granted to the Alfasi Halakhot,
because it was the culmination of this organic developement. Since the Mishna, ther had not been a
single rabbinic source that attracted such intensified use as the Alfasi, which coverd the Halakhic field of
study well beyond the geographic and chronological borders of its authority.

Even when the Alfasi was still circulating only in the author's authoritative domain, the need
for commentary, or supplement was already inherent. The Talmud itself did not demand external
commentary untill its dissemination beyond the geographic and chronological frontiers of its vernacular.
Even then, since this dissemination was mostly not in writing, it was in the hands of those who were
erudite enough to be privy to the talmudic langue, and needed little aid. On the other hand, the laws that
were gleaned from the Talmud, written in the various Halakhot in reduced form, earned widespread
popularity even among the less scholarly, and among the communities distanced beyond the scope of the
great talmudic academies of Babylon. Even as this Halakhot literature served a different function, it

retained the Talmudic structure and language, so a minimal gloss, or at least a translation, was required,
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