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We see from this that in a qal va-homer argument there may sometimes be
an uncertainty arising from the choice of appropriate terms. This choice of
terms may be a matter of intuition, rather than strict logic, and thus one
person’s valid qal va-homer may be another’s fallacy. This does not mean
that this method of argument should be condemned as subjective, but only
that it belongs 1o the area of rationality rather than strict logic.

Hyam Maccoby, “Some Problems in the Rabbinic Use of the Qal Va-Homer Argument”, 15
Center Tor Jowish Studies, Univ. of Leeds. Al the Cjs Homepage in the internct
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Heinrich Guggenheimer (pp. 181-85) gives a cogent account of the dayyo
rule in terms of pure logic, saying that, in virtue of this rule, the gal va-
homer argument is ‘an admirable solution {the only one known to me) of
the problem of making an analogy an exact reasoning’.
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