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fundamentalism but its triviality. The work is simply dull, end even if he were right about
every fact, he still has given us no plausible and consequential account of the economy of
Roman Palestine, only a massive collection of bits and pieces of unintegrated information ...”.
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holy ground were placed at the gates leading to heathen temples. For instance, a stone block
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ABSTRACT

Chapter 1: Recollections of the Temple in Rabbinic Literature — The
Methodological Response.

The main insight and contribution of this research, which deals with the boundaries of
sacred ground on the Temple Mount, is in its methodological approach with a measured use
of sources in rabbinic literature.

Everyone involved in historical research of the Second Temple Period, the Mishna and
the Talmud, is brought into the controversy as to the degree of credibility one should
attribute to historical recollections as recounted in rabbinic literature. Some will express
extreme opinions (either totally rejecting or totally accepting Rabbinic passages), while
others will attempt to deal with each passage on a critical, case-to-case basis.

In Temple research, specifically concerning the boundaries of the internal Temple
structures, we can not simply dismiss or wholly accept accounts in Rabbinic literature.
Rabbinic literature has a distinct additive advantage in any research that deals with the
sanctity of the Temple Mount and its internal structures. One advantage is expressed
through the sheer number of its references to the Temple, an advantage that is not matched
by any other literature of its time and certainly not contained in one corpus of literature.

The criticism leveled at using Rabbinic literature as a historical source is based upon the
facts that Josephus Flavius, whose goal was to write a historically accurate account, wrote
from first hand knowledge. On the contrary; Rabbinic literature contains a large number of
descriptive internal contradictions, was written and edited long after the Temple Period,
was intended to clarify Halacha and not to describe history.

Chapter 1, which attempts to deal with these objections, is divided into 3 subchapters
that use a methodological approach aimed at assisting researchers who deal with historical

memory in rabbinic literature, specifically those relating to the Temple.

Subchapter 1 — This subchapter appraises those passages of Rabbinic literature that
attempt to describe the historical memory of the Temple period. It defines different types of
parallel mishnayot and toseftot. It distinguishes between different types of historical

memories. A review of Tractates Tamid and Middot show that Tractate Tamid was written
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and edited before Tractate Middot, making it closer to the Temple period and thus more

reliable than Tractate Middot which was significantly edited at a much later date,

Subchapter 2 — This subchapter defines historical memories in Rabbinic literature, in
order to filter out those testimonies that reflect reality from those that show more of a
fidelity to normative halacha and exegesis. Of those passages that characterize memory, we
defined subjective memory; we appraised the nature of mass public memory, and the

changing variable of numbers and measurements in Rabbinic literature.

Subchapter 3 — This subchapter deals with the claim that the literature was written a
significant time after the events occurred or structures existed, and it checks the pathways
of tradition that the testimony took before it became canonized as Rabbinic literature. It
attempts to thoroughly clarify every testimony given by each sage who passed along
knowledge from the Temple. From this analysis it appears that Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaacov, a
sage who is considered to be one of the most credible sources of Temple activity as he
actually viewed the Temple and its daily sacrifices, did not in fact live at the time of the
Temple. As such, it appears that most of his knowledge comes from his understandings of
scriptural descriptions of such activities, and not from direct personal observation.

On the other hand, Rabbi Yehuda, the son of Rabbi Ilai, is the most reliable carrier of
Temple memories because of the highly regarded Lod channel of tradition to which he is

associated.

Chapter 2: The Cheyl — The Safety Area of the Temple

While the Master’s thesis of this same author dealt with the outer area of the Temple that
“foreigners” were forbidden to transgress, this research deals with the Cheyl that begins
adjacent to the “foreigners” border and continues inwards towards the Temple.

This research, inter alia, deals with the use of the Cheyl and determined that this area
was not established for a specific purpose but rather the uses of this area developed over
time. We explained the circumstances that led to the extension of this area in the time of the
Second Temple, and we concluded that the hindrances of the “foreigners” led to the

creation of this area during the period of Antiochus III.
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The halachic status of this area which forbade the entry of foreigners and included a
physical barrier (i.e. a wall) and warning signs, led to the evaluation that this was a “safety
strip” that provided additional space which could be used to defend the Azarah against
entry by foreigners.

The possible identification of this area may be assisted by the archeological remains of
steps found in the Southern elevated area of the Temple Mount that can be identified as the
steps of the Cheyl, as well as with the topographical structure of the Temple Mount. The
Halachic status of this area is meta-normative and anyone who transgresses the prohibition
by entering this area would not be punished. Yet foreigners who transgressed this

prohibition risked the punishment of death.

Chapter 3: Ezrat Nashim — Entranceway to the Azarah

This area is included within the Chey! and is adjacent to the area of the Azarah from the
West. It appears that both this area and the Chey/ were added during the Second Temple
Period, as a response to the developing needs of the Temple. Even though the Halachic
status here is even more stringent than that of the Chey/ and the foreigner’s area, it appears
that it too is meta-normative and that anyone transgressing this area would not be punished.

It appears that the Ezrat Nashim was built as an entranceway to the courtyard of the
Azarah, where people could prepare themselves to enter the Temple, for example the
afflicted, the Nezirim, those who were bringing the Minchot offering, etc.

From the events that occurred in this area we can learn that it became a substitute for the
Azarah itself. Events that were meant to be official and important, but were not connected
to Temple Worship, were performed in this area.

The fact that this area prevented women from proceeding any further into the courtyard
of the Azarah brought many women to this area. Some came in order to take part in
different kinds of rituals by attending the Temple to bring sacrifices, and other times people
simply came here to pray.

From the perspective of the women, this area was the heart of the Temple, it was to this
area that they looked upon when they entered the Temple and it was here that they would

congregate. For these reasons and due to the masses of women that congregated here, it was
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given the name Ezrat Nashim, and not because it was designed a priori with this purpose in
mind.

Archeological findings hinting to the remains of a wall on the eastern side of this
elevated area, and the fact that this area seems to match the spatial specifications as
outlined in the Mishna, lead us to believe that it is possibly part of the wall of the original

Ezrat Nashim in the Temple Mount area.

Chapter 4: Selected chambers of the Azarah.
In this chapter we deal with two chambers that are found inside the southern wall of the

Azarah, the Gazit Chamber and the Golah Chamber.

a. The Gazit Chamber and the Place of the Sanhedrin
From only the Rabbinic Literature one learns that the Sanhedrin convened in the
Gazit Chamber. This research rejects this assertion for two reasons:
1. The Gazit Chamber was physically too small to contain all the
members of the Sanhedrin and their assistants.
2. The Gazit Chamber is found in the area of the Azarah where one
needed to be in a pure ritual state. This requirement makes it unlikely that all
members of the Sanhedrin, including those brought before it in judgment,

were all ritually pure at the same time.

It appears that the main rabbinical source that connects the Sanhedrin and the Gazit
Chamber is the passage that deals with establishing the lineage of the priests. In that case,
members of the Sanhedrin would gather in the Gazit chamber to perform the necessary
genealogical research. From the Rabbinic Literature we learn that this chamber also served
the priests for their own personal uses such as changing clothes, drawing the daily lottery to

determine who would serve the daily sacrifices, prayer, etc..

B. The Golah Chamber, Water Apparatus, and Water Drainage in the Azarah.
We identified the Golah Chamber in the Southern Azarah with a water pit in the

Southern side of the Azarah. The Rabbinic Literature identifies this water pit as the main
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source of water for the all the needs of the Azarah. A machine called the galgal powered
the drawing of the water from the pit to water channels that were underneath the floor of
the Azarah. We learned about the openings of the water channels from a combination of
archeological findings and rabbinic literature. This combination of sources gave us a rich
and full picture of the water system, its channels, and drainage.

A new analysis of Rabbinic Literature passages rejects the common perception that the
water flowed in the Azarah on a regular basis. The water sources in the Temple relied upon
the gathering of rain water that gathered in the water pits and specifically in the water pit
found in the Golah Chamber. From there the water flowed, as needed, into water channels
in the Azarah. This water was used to drain the unwanted by-products produced from the
daily sacrifices.

In this chapter we also reviewed the 3 ritual baths that were close to, yet outside, the
Azarah. These ritual baths were used by those who needed to be ritually pure to enter the
Temple. We also established that the place of immersion for the high priest that was inside
the Azarah received its water from rain water and not from channeled water. It also appears
that the large water pit in the Golah chamber was used to ritually immerse vessels of the

Temple such as the parochet.
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