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"The main educator of man is man himself” - The life and work of Rabbi Klonimus
Kalman Shapira (Piaseczna Rebbe) and their influence on his thought

Uri Yaacov Biran

ABSTRACT

In recent years, research on Rabbi Klonimos Kalman Shapira, the Piacenza Rebbe (1889-1943),
has flourished around his unique thought and sermons during the Holocaust, his teaching and
educational activities and his advanced conception of meditation. The purpose of the work is
to investigate aspects related to the writings and life history of the Piacenza Rebbe in the years
areas that have hardly -before the Holocaust, and their influence on his thought and work

.been explored

The first part of the work deals extensively with the personalities that influenced the Piacenza
Rebbe as a child, chief among them his father, who died when he was three, various stations
in the early and later years of his life, the great yeshiva he founded and his public activities. In
the second part, his first and most important writings are analyzed: his work on spiritual
guidance, "The Duty of Students" and its sources, and his personal-spiritual diary, "Order and
Acceleration", which includes various autobiographical passages written when he was in his
40's, in 1929. The third part reviews various basic conceptions in the thought of the Piacenza
Rebbe, including his opposition to elitism, human empowerment arising from crisis, and the

insight that each person - who is his own main educator - is unique.

During the work, two basic insights emerged about the life of the Piacenza Rebbe, which seem
to have not been previously researched. First, the influence of his father, the present-absent
in his life, manifested at many different junctions. Second, around 1929, the year of the world
economic crisis, was also a significant year for the yeshiva of the Piacenza Rebbe, which grew
and opened to different populations. As well, it was a significant year in the inner world of the
Piacenza Rebbe, who experienced internal crises. The crisis of this period led the Rebbe to
view his work, "The Duty of Students," upon its publication in 1932, as part of the general plan
of his systematic essays. He sought to refine his worldview by addressing the "entire people
of Israel", rather than a select handful. In doing so, the Piacenza Rebbe developed his father's
conceptions. It appears that he applied to his own life his basic educational conception,

".namely, "the main educator of man is man himself
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