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Folta felua d'olini dalla banda del mare ; maegli non vi di= |
mora molto , vagando fempre con li fuoi Arabi forro padi- |
glioni : per altro ¢ hbnomo prudente , e giafto, ne fi pud fi-
dardiquefti Arabi fenzala fua parola , hauendo licenzadi
robbari paffaggieri. Viéancora vana villa di la dal pianod’
I1{relon .e del Giordano nomata Tawim , oue habitan alcuni
Giudei , & altri, che fan qualche trafico : & in queflo luoge
comincia I’Arabia , ck’¢ ]a parte Meridionale di quefli paefis
che furono gi2 deglf Amorrei , ¢ Maobjti . Quefto Emir con
il fuo fpirito ne caua buone entrate , e vi troua denaro in pid
maniere. |
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The Sons Will Return To Ganim-Jenin / Igal Amitai, translated
by Bracha Berman

In the book of Joshua, we read about the city of "Ein Ganim"- one of
the Levite cities in the territory of Issachar: "To the sons of Issachar
and to their families, their border will be Ein Ganim". [Joshua 19:20].
"And the children of Israel gave the Levites their territory... these cities...
from the territory of Issachar, Ein Ganim" [Joshua 21:29].
Researchers identify "Ein Ganim" with the well-known Jenin located
between the mountains of Samaria and the Jezreel Valley, in an important
agricultural area as derived from its name "Ein Ganim" meaning Spring
of Gardens.

When Yehu, the army commander killed Yehoram son of Achav king
of Israel, it states that Achazia king of Judah, Yehoram's ally, tried to
flee "by way of Beit Hagan" [2nd K.ings 9:27], and apparently this refers
to the road passing through "Ein Ganim", situated on a central crossroad.
Through this crossroad, Shalmanasar, king of Assyria broke through on
his conquest of the Samarian Kingdom. In addition, through this
crossroad. Antiochus the 9th fled from Aristoblus and Antingunus kings
of the Hashmonites. During the second temple, the city served as an
important road stop and is called "Gania" by Josef Flavius. When the
Samarians took control of the Samarian Mountains, they started preventing
the Jews living in the Galilee from passing through their territory on
their way to Jerusalem, Josef Flavius tells a story about a battle that
took place next to the village of Gania.

Rabbi Pinchas Ben Yair went to redeem captives before Passover and
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came upon the Ginai River. He commanded the river to split so he could
pass through it [Talmud Tractate Hulin 7 side A]. Ginai is the river
whose source is from a spring in the city of Jenin, and in the rainy
season and in the spring it flows into the Kishon Stream.
Throughout the Middle Ages, for long periods of time, Jenin had a
Jewish population living in it. A Polish tourist in 5343 has said that
near the fortress of Jenin "there is a place populated by Jews". Rav
Moshe from Trany [the Mbi"t] states in his rabbinic responsa that it is
the duty of the men living in Tzfat [Safed] to smuggle their wives from
their present place of danger to safer places: "I believe it is a bridegroom's
obligation to smuggle his bride from city to city, such as Tiberias or
Jenin, and from there to Shechem [Nablus] if need be". The Mbi"t's son
,the Mahari"t [both were great halachic rabbis], recalls in his memories
that he arrived in Jenin because of an epidemic in the Galilee: "We came
to Jenin at New Year 5356...and in the year 5362 we ran away to Jenin
because of the epidemic... and in Jenin I studied the Talmudic tractate
of Yevamot, and wrote new interpretations to it there." In the year 5648,
a Jewish shoemaker living in Jenin is mentioned. In the year 5651, Lunz
relates that a company called "For the Sake of Zion" successfully
relocated 8 Jewish families in Jenin-amongst them a ritual slaughterer,
his assistant, and a teacher. This attempt at Jewish settlement didn't last,
but several families continued to live in Jenin according to the Population
Registery for the years 5682, 5691, and 5696.

On the 23rd of Iyar 5708, an Israeli army battalion set out to liberate
Jenin. After fierce combat, the soldiers had to retreat from the city, and
paid dearly: 54 dead and over 100 wounded. 19 years later, on the 27th
of Iyar 5727, the city was indeed set free, when the commander of the
liberating unit was one of the commanders who had had to retreat from
Jenin 19 years earlier. The debt had been paid-full circle.
In close proximity to Jenin, are the Jewish settlements of Ganim and
Kadim, which stand proudly and heroically amongst the Arab villages.
They have done so for the past 18 years. Let G-d grant us the merit to
return to "Ein Ganim" quickly and to oust every enemy and terrorist
from Jenin as soon as possible.
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