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Folios 1-308, four tractates of zera'im, have laid lines and
distinctive vertical chain lines. The watermark of an anchor (?)
within a circle, mounted by a large starx, is found on f£. 37,
221-2, 272-3. The watermark of a g (or capital P) is found on f.
24, 27, 42, 44-4s, 48, 62, 63, 66, 69. On £, 52, 58 and on very
many of the folios 73-307, there are watermarks of various
types of chess pieces. This watermark is also found on foliocs
370 and 371. Folio 308 is similar paper to 307 but without a
watermark. Folios 152-153, 236 and 243 are very different paper-
sNIAD T NAMD 1aNdDn TYnnN2
In conclusion, the section containing the first four tractates
and the section containing Tractate shekalim present two very
different paper profiles, with insertions into both sections.
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In the section containing tractate Shekalim, the watermarks of a
hand mounted by a flower is found on f. 314, 322-4, 327, 329,
331-2, 338, 340-1, 343, 348, 350, 355, 357. Another watermark
which seems to be a broad, coverd chalice is found on £. 320,
353, 358-9 363-4, and possibly f. 336. The paper is laid with

vertical chain lines which are faint and barely observable.
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Introduction

R’ shlomo Syrilic (Spain {before} 1492 - Jerusalem {before} 15355) is
the first of the Talmud Yerushalmi commentateors whose commentary
survived and is available to us. R’ sShlome Syrilio (henceforth,
Rashas), commentated on the eleven tractates of oOrder Zera’im, and
on the Yerushalmi for tractate Shekalim in the ¢rder Mo‘ed. (In
addition, he composed a “gemara" on the Mishna of tractate Eduyet,
complete with commentary. However, they are of no great relevance to
my research on his commentative and textual werk con the Talmud
Yerushalmi.) Rashas made his mark as a commentator, on the
commentary of the Talmud Yerushalmi, starting at the 16th century.
Many of his explanations were used by R’ Yehoshua Benveniste in his
commentary on some of the Yerushalmi tractates Sede Yehoshua
{Constantincpole, 1662). Through this book, Rashas’ commentary
reached R’ Eliyahu Fulda (Haraf), and through him, to the Yerushalmi
commentators that followed him.

Rashas did not confine himself to the commentary of the T. ¥. He
found out that over the years, errors of difrferent kinds teok place
in the Yerushalmi nusach (version). aAs a result, he concluded that
it was not enough to write a commentary on the Yerushalmi, but that
it was necessary to revise the Talmud anew, so that itrs nusach
would be free of the errors that occurred over time. Rashas took
this mission upon himself. He formulated principles for the renew
editing, according te which he structured a new version for Order
Zera'im and tractate Shekalim.

To date, Rashas’ work has not been systematically and extensively
researched. Its orginality merits it, and that is my intentiomn in
this research.

In this work I intend te review Rashas’ history, systematically
describe the manuscripts of his commentary that still remain, offer
a reconstructed picture of his ‘bockcase’, and most of all, present
the readers with the findings of the thorough investigation I
carried out on his commentative and textual work.

In the sectien of the research dealing with the commentary, I have
included Rashas' motivations for writing his commentary, as well as
its charactereristis qualities.

rn the section of the research dealing with the nusach, Rashas'’
criteria in revising the nusach are given, and the guestion is
raised regarding the extent to which his nusach contributes to the
research of the Yerushalmi's aunthentic nusach. The central question
dealt with - in this part of the work - is, whether Rashas, when
revising his nusach of the Yerushalmi, made use of the nusach of the
1523 venice edition (henceforth v. E.), which is the first printed
edition of the Talmud Yerushalmi. Different researchers adressed
this issue. According to L. Ginzberg, Rashas did not use the V. E.
at all. Prof. M. Asis maintains that Rashas did not use V.E. editicn



for his revision of verushalmi sShekalim, but with regard to his
nusach for the Yerushalmi order Zera'im, the matter desrves further
examination.

rn this research, I meant to come to a conclusion on this central
guestion, based on a systematic and extensive examination of Rashas’
nusach on all of order Zera'im. This examination was carried out,

and its results are presented in detail in chapter five of this work.

Jerusalem,
rovet 5758
Jauary 1898 amos Samuel
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Chapter Ona

R' Shlomc ben R’ Yoseph Syrilic (Hebrew: 1955993 EJ and JE: Sirille;
I.. Ginzberg: Syrileio) was borm in spain, in the second half of the
15th century. In 1492, the year of the Expulsion, the syrilie family
left Spain to go east, and apparently settled in Constantinopole
(now, Istanbul). There, R’ Shlomo, still young, began learning Torah
with R’ Eliyahu b. R’ Binyamin Halevi (authox of the responsa Zekan
aharon). After the perioed in constantinople, Rashas began to learn
with R' Yaakov ibn Habib (author of the Ein Yaakov, on the aggadic
material in the Talmud), and with his son, R’ Levi ibn Habib (the
Ralbah).

In time, Rashas grew in his Torah learning, was trained for teaching
and was appointed to be the head of the Yeshiva in Salonika. He
bacame known as one of Salonika’s rabbis and leaders. From that
period in salenika, some halacha responsa of his remained. For a
while, Rashas served as a dayan (judge in religiocus court) and a
teacher in Adriancple.

Probably around 1536, Rashas arrived in Eretz Israel, together with
a group of Torah scholars, among them, R’ Yoseph caro and R' sShlomo
alkabez. He settled in safed, but apparently held no official
positions there. Most of his time was spent in ‘teaching Talmud to
students' and in his "stolen time”, he wrote a commentary on the
Talmud Yerushalmi.

Around 1546, Rashas left safed and settled in Jerusalem. He held
a high position there, but once again, none of it was official.
{There is no basis to the rumor brought by E. L. Frumkin <in
roledot chachmei Yerushalaim, I, p. 65> that Rashas served as the
Rabbi of Jerusalem, after the death of his Rav, the Ralbah.) He
continued instructing his students in Torah, and in preparing new
editions of his commentary on the Yerushalmi.

Rashas died between the years 1553 — 1555. of his family, we know
sbeut his son R’ Mordechai Syrilio who copied the Hidushei HaMeiri
on tractates Nedarim, Nazir and Sotah. A letter written by R' Ycserh
caro, remained, from which it is understood that Rashas' widow's

economic situation was difficult.



Chapter Two

A. The motives for his enterprise

With the renewed settlement in Eretz Israel in the 1léth century,

the issue of "mitzvot hateluyot ba'aretz" ({agricultural commandments
relevant in Eretz Israel) became a practical one. Rashas believed
that in order to form clear, practical behavior patterns in this
area, it is insufficient to rely on the Rambam‘s ruling, but rather,
the original source, according to which the Rambam ruled, should be
studied directly - the Talmud Yerushalmi.

Rashas found it necessary to write a commentary on the Talmud
Yerushalmi (henceforth, T.Y. or Yer.) order Zera’'im, in a way that
could yield an independent halachic ruling, even if it is different
from that of the Rambam's. He interpreted those tractates, whose
interpretation he thought was crucial for making halachic rulings:
the tractate Shekalim from order Mo‘ed, and the tractates of order
zeraim (including the order Berachot, although it does not deal with
agricultural commandments relevant in Eretz Israel). He didn’t think
it necessary to commentate on those tractates of which there is an
uninterpreted Talmud Yerushalmi since the issues discussed in them,
have already been ruled upon in the Talmud Bavli, and that has been

interpreted by Rashi.

often, Rashas summarizes his commentary on the Yer. with a full
codification of the topic whose details he discusses in his
commentary (for example, Demai 51b, shevirit 141b).

Due to the fact that there was no tradition of consistent learning
of the T.Y., over time, the number of copies of the Yer. dwindled.
According to Rashas, those books that survived till his time “are
full of errors." Therefore, it was not enough for him te write

a commentary on the T.Y., but he found it necessary to revise anew

the tractates he commentated on.

on the tractate of Eduyot for which there is ne Talmud at all,
Rashas wrote a "gemara". He collected sugiyot (comprehensive lssues
discussed in the Talmud) from different tractates in the Babylonian
Talmud (henceforth T.B.)} and T.Y., which deal with the mishnayot of
this tractate, and added his own connecting texts. Thus, a "gemara”
was formed. Rashas also wrote a commentary to this "gemara"™ on
Eduyot.

B. His work order and the places where he worked

a. Rashas began his work on the interpretation of tractate Shekalim
even before arriving in Eretz Israel. Based on the research of
Prof. M. Assis (‘Lenusach Rabbi shlomo Syrilic Lemasechet
shekalim’ in the memcrial book for Rav Yitschak Nissim, Jerusalem
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1985, pp. 119 - 159), which determines that Rashas did not use
the venice Edition 1523, for his work, we must deduce that he
worked on tractate sShekalim before that year.

After the year 1523, Rashas worked on the interpretation of the
T.¥. on order Zeraim and on the revision of the T.Y nusach to
that tractate. This conclusicn is based on what I will prove
further on in this work, that Rashas used the V.E. version for

revising all the tractates in Zerar'im.

It cannot be clearly established whether Rashas began writing his
commentary on Zera'im before arriving in Eretz Israel (probably
around 1536) or whether he did se, only after his arriwval.

Apparently, Rashas completed the first edition of his commentary
and nusach of all of order Zera’im during his stay in safed.

After settling in Jerusalem (1546), Rashas continued his work on
the T.¥. He deleted material from old editicns and added te them,
intending to create a basis for a new edition. (The commentary on
shevirit, in our edition today, includes two passages that
eriginate in a responsa sent by the Ridbaz {R’ David ben Zimra,
head of Egyptian Jewry] to Rashas in Jerusalem.)

Rashas wrote the "gemara" on the tractate Eduyot, while at the
same time writing the commentary to order Zera‘im. He completed
this "gemara" before revising the nusach of the Yer. to the
tractate Ealah.

Rashas revised the nusach of the Yer. after writing the commentary
for each tractate. R M. Lehmann, the first revisor of Rashas’
commentary on Beracheot, proves it from the many changes between
the version of the eub verbos (JNHKXN *711*7T) and the Rashas’
nusach to the tractate (in those places where such changes exist,
the s.v.s [sub verbos] correspond to the V.E. version.)

As I see it, Rashas wrote the introduction to his commentary only
with the completion of his commentative and textual work. This
evaluation is different from that of Lehmann'’'s, who claims that
the introduction was written before the commentary. (Lehmann
relied on the fact that in the introducticn, Rashas did not
mention what he called ‘The Precise Book' [ ‘Sefer Meduyak:']

cn the T.¥., which he had menticned in his commentary to the sixth
chapter of the tractate Berachot. However, to my understanding,
this bock reached Rashas only after a while, after writing the
first edition of his work and after writing the introduction.
Based on his findings in that ‘Precise Book', Rashas, in several
places, updated both the commentary and the nusach, but in the
introduction, he did not mention finding the ‘Precise Book’.)
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Rashas wrote his reference book (‘Moreh Makom’) while writing his
commentary. The final editing of the ‘Moreh Makom' was done -
as a part of the writing of the introducticn to his work - after

he had finished his work.

Chapter Three

Rashas' commentary and nusach of the T.Y.'s order Zera’im and
tractate shekalim, as well as his "gemara" and his commentary on
tractate Eduyot exist today in different manuscripts. In all the
tractates, except shevi’it, more than one manuscript has remained.

Following is the list of remaining manuscripts:

’
Paris manuscript (Bibl. Nationale, Heb. 1389/1), which includes
Rashas’ commentary and nusach for Yer. Berachot, Pe‘ah, Demai and

Kilarim.

Moscow manuscript - Ginzberg collection 1135, whieh includes
Rashas' commentary and nusach of Yer. Terumot, Ma'asrot, Ma'aser
Sheni, Halah, orla and Bikurim.

London manuscript, British Museum 403 (or. 2822), which includes
Rashas' commentary and nusach of Yer. Berachot, Pe’ah, Demai,
Kilarim and shekalim.

London manuscript, British Museum 404 (Qr. 2823), which ineludes
Rashas‘ commentaxry and nusach of Yer. shevi’it, Terumot, Marasrot
and Ma'aser Sheni; this volume also includes another copy

(‘a second copy’) of the beginning of tractate shevi’it and
another copy (’a second copy') - in almost complete form - of
tractate Demai.

London manuscript, British Museum 405 (or. 2824), which includes
Rashas’ commentary and nusach of Yer. Halah, orla and Bikurim.

Amsterdam manuscript - Etz chaim 47 A 31 (today in the National
Library in Jerusalem), which includes Rashas’ commentary and

nusach of Yer. Beracheot and Perah.

Moscow manuscript - Ginzberg collection 1133, which includes
Rashas' "gemara" of Eduyoct and his commentary of it.

Manuscript fragments

a&. remnants of two un-successive pages from Yer. Shevi’it with
Rashas’ commentary (Rabbinic Seminary Library of america,
ENA. 3033 / 7-8).

b. fragments of four successive pages from Yer. shevirit with
Rashas' commentary (St. Peterburg National Library, EVR 2a 743).
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Most of the manuscripts that remained are, apparently, copies made by
scribes and were not hand-written by Rashas himself. This can be

learned from the fact that most of the manuscripts have a certain page
set-up: the text of the Yer. is in the center of the page, and the
commentary surrounds thig text, and the scribe who did the copying
planned it according to the length of Rashas’ commentary, which was
before him, so that the text of the Yer. and its commentary would appear
on the same page. Obviously, this cannot be done during the first writing
of the text (In fact, the 405 London manuscript is Rashsas autograph,
for there is no such setting up in it; the commentary was written in cne
continuity, and the Yer. nusach was written in a seperate one).

This also comes up from the paleographic comparison between the
writing in the body of the text and the writing of the marginal and
interlinear glosses; the handwriting in each is different. Fron the
content of the notes, we learn that a large part of these notes - those
between the linee and those in the margins - was done in Rashas’' own
handwriting, while the body of the text was written in the scribe’'s
handwriting (some of the notes in London manuscripts 403 and 404 are
marginal glosses written by others, among them R' Yauda Zerachia Azulai
<see R’ Nissan Zaksh, Mighna Zera'im, p. 74>).

As for the glosses themselves. In most of the existing manuscripts

there are definitely erasures and additions between the lines and in the
margins of the page - the same is true for the Yer. nusach, although in
a smaller number. Comparing the nusach and the commentary of the Yer. in
the various manuscripts of those tractates, for which more than one
manuscript exists, shows that the marginal and interlinear notes in one
manuscript became part of the body of the text in the other manuscript.
on this basis, we can evaluate, with regard to those tractates of which
more than one manuscript remained - which manuscript is the earlier

and which is the later cne.

The picture that unfolds is that Rashas kept working on his commentary
and nusach even after they had been professionally copied over by the
scribe. Here and there, Rashas would add some material, delete or erase
something, and then ask the scribe to recopy it all again, while
inserting the corrections in the body of the text. Apparently, we have
different editions of Rashas' commentary.

In the body of my work, I extensively described the different
manuscripts. I noted which manuscripts remained in their entirety and
which are incomplete, and as for the latter, I specified what the
missing parts are. Moreover, with regard to those tractates in which
Rashas' work is evident in more than one manuscript, I checked which

of the manuscripts is the earlier and which is the latter, and with
those, I attempted to determine, whether the latter manuscript is a
direct copy of its predecessor or whethere there is a missing link in
the chain — another manuscript (or more) between the earlier manuscript
and the later one — that did not remain.



In this abstract it will be enough to present two aspects from the
description of the manuscripts, and a summary of the connection
between the various manuscripts. In addition, I will briefly
describe what happened to London manuscripts 403, 404 and 405 -
which are in fact a ready-for-print edition, signed by Rashas
himself — up until the actual printing of Rashas’ commentary and
nusach of Yer. Zera'im, according to these manuscripts.

First, to two matters of description:

a.

Paris manuscript, Bibl. Nationcale, Heb. 1389/1.

At the end of page 267b of the manuscript, there is a colophon
written by the scribe, as follows:

112990 9933w Na¥ ROMI ON2I1ID DNIW? avn [N]Iva

M. schwab (REJ 61 <1911>, p. 82) deciphered that year to be the
year ¥ (=1540), this from noticing that there were three dots
above the letter ¥ in the word awn, meant to emphasize that
letter.

London manuscript 403 (Or. 2822)

Page 24b - 25a. A poem by Rashas, and words of summation at
the end of his life, when he finished preparing the book

for printing.
The peoem appears o page 252 of the manuscript.
1In the middle of the left-side ceclumn of page 24b, it says:

»1y 929 NIV DN DAPIGN 2395 NAWDY MWD ONR N

yqpy Y L 0IN DI1%2 PIN YRI5 83 J1°IRD tiyey ,)123X)
Lo YIIYY YD L2200 WX T2

AR L0002 1D OY IIRINYR AT, DIRAX N TonY n1innwvnd 9y
<. DNONYS INNY D300

under this, the scribe left room for the entire poem to be

written on page 25a.
Rashas added in his own handwriting, in the empty space:

gaid the writer: because I had wanted teo print these tractates
and their interpretation so that they be available to the
diaspora community, and they would merit them, and my days

have been completed, and I truly know that it is impossible

not to be any mistake or error in them, for a number of reasons,



if for my lack of knowledge, in addition to the difficult times,

as well as my journeying from place to place and city to city,

and also for having dealt with it, all my life, most of my work

hae been teaching students Talmud and my study hae been done by
stealing time from night and day...that is why I beseech and beg

any scholar learning from this book, to view it favorably, without
Jjealousy or jest, and if he finds in it a mistake or error, he should
correct it, and God will pay him his reward...

Following are some lines from the poem:

0Y9nUN MIT T3 IR NYYY aroavw 0*In ONT 79N
058730 THID O3 09T T3y 02N NVIY DXD NIAUR
0Y0WN5s O3 2>nNND P3P 172N DItV 11°7 N
orbpen noon wiabh) 0'YItn 990 Yo mad

0?5317 DTR DI¥YY RN N9 037370 H5¥ITY DTI9Mm
007N TP NYTY TV 3N AN NTIBOH M TN

Following is a summary of the relationships between the different

manuscripts.

In the next page there is a diagram summarizing this matter. In it I
have also expressed the matters described belcw, matters proved in the

course of describing the manuscripts, and in the description of Rashas’

work order, in the second chapter of this work.

Rashas began his work with the interpretation of tractate shekalim.
Rashas interpreted the Yer. order Zera‘im, according to the

order of it’s tractates.

The "gemara" to tractate Eduyot and its commentary, were written
before the commentary to Halah, Orla and Bikurim.

The Paris manuscript, the remnanta of the Shevi'it manuscript

and the Moscow manuscript are not the first edition of Rashas’
work. At least one writing, defined in the diagram as a ‘first
writing’, preceded them.

The additional copies of tractates Demai and Shevi’it are two
parts of the same manuscript. This is proven by the pagination
noted at the margins of the manuscript. The pagination at the
beginning of the ‘second copy’ of Shevirit, proves that it is

the continuation of a manuscript, which begins in the ‘second
copy' of Demai, which also includes the lost ‘seccond copy’ of
Kila'im.

The London manuscript 405 also included the "gemara™ for Eduyot, but
it was lost over time.
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—
| First Writing

|
|
l trac. Shekalim |

1 1 2

6 5 4 3 T
— ] A — | [F= | r‘ |
| First| | First | | First Writing | |First Wwriting l | | First Writing ]
|writing |Writing[ ITerumot,Ma'asrot] | shevitit | | IBerachot, Pe‘ah |
lHalah,‘ | Gemara | |Ma‘aser sheni | | 1 | |pemai, kila‘im
|0rla, | lEduyot I ' T Ll T : | ' i
| Bikurim | l | 1
: : 1 | | | |
| | | | l |
" | | | | |
| | | | | |
l | | 1 | |
—— | : l 1 : 1 | I I
| Moscow| | Moscow Ms. 1135 | |Remnants of | l |paris Ms. 1389/1
| Mme. | |Halah,orla,Terumot, Ma‘as. | shevi‘it Ma. | | |Berachot, Pe‘ah |
| 1133 | |Bikurim  Ma‘aser sheni| |E.N.A. 3033 | | |pemai, xila‘im |
| cemara| 1— , —1  |g.v.R. 28 | | ' [ .
| Eduyet| | | T | b |
L | | 1 1 : | | ] : !
] |us. that didn’t |Ms. that did] | |Ms. that didn‘t |
| !remain,Terumot| ]not remain, l | |remain: Berachot |
| |Maas.,maas. sh. |Shevi'it | | |Pe'a,Dmai,Kila'iml
] | | | | . _1 | | | |
~ : 1T : I = T : |
|London Ms. 405 | | London Ms. 404 | |sondon |London Ms. 403 |
| Halah,orla | | shevi‘’it, Terumot, Ma‘asrot | |Me.403 |Berachot, Pe’ah |
I Bikurim | | Ma‘'aser sheni | |shkalim|Demai, Kila'im
l I ] - | |
= by, |
| zondon ms. 404 | |amstexrdam
| | |ns. |
| A eecond copy of | | 47 A 31|
| pemai, (Kilai‘im) | |Berachot|
| shevi‘it | |retah |
| |1 |
key:

a. Bold-faced texts in squares signify existing manuscripts.

b. Regular-print squares signify presumed manuscripts. It is possible
that in the specific stage described - there was more than one
manuscript.

c. Squares in same horizontal line signify manuscripts of presumably the
game period of time, except for the manuscript of tractate Shekalim,
which is bound together with the manuscript of tractates Berachot,
Pe’ah, Demai and Kila'im in Londen manuscript 403. Previous to the
binding, the manuscript of tractate shekalim was a "book" of its own,
perhaps older than the Paris manuscript.
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London manuscripts 403, 404 and 405 - a summary of their "history”

These manuscripts include Rashas' entire commentative and textual work -
save for the "gemarah" on Eduyot.

The first person known almost certainly to have had possesion of
manuscripts from Rashas' werk, was R' Chaim Yoseph David Azulai - the
Eida. When he died, R’ Yaudah Zerachia Azulai (Riza) bought the
manuseripts. Around 1827, Riza began te plan the printing of the T.Y.
for the order Zera’'im, according te Rashas’ nusach and his commentary.
Riza went abroad to raise funding for the printing; He mananged to
publish two booklets as an example in Vienna, but he could not raise
encugh money to publish the entire work.

With Riza‘'s death, a group of Jerusalem Rabbis purchased from his
widow the manuscripts of Rashas'’ work. These Rabbis sold them,
through the traveler Yaakov Sapir, to Rabbi Meir Lehmann of Magentza.
In 1875, Lehmann published Rashas’' nusach and commentary on Yer.
Berachot. He meant to continue publishing Rashas’' work, but for
unknown reasons, this plan did not work out.

In 1885, the three manuscripts were purchased by the London British
Museum, where they are today.

The manuscripts were copied over in the British Museum, for
publication purposes:

Avraham Moshe Lunz recorded in his edition, in the column ‘0O¥3713Nr,
the changes between the V. E. version and Rashas' version. In his
introduction, he writes: ‘We copied it from tractate Perah to
tractate Bikurim, and tractate shekalim’.

Based on the manuscript in the British Museum, Rabbi H. J. Dinkels
published Rashas’ entire commentary and nusach of Yer. Zera'im
(1934 - 1967), and Rabbl Ephraim Garbez - Rashas’ commentary and
nusach te Yer. shekalim (1958).

Chapter Four

Before being printed, Rashas’ commentary was copied down by
different copyists. Some of the copies survived and are at our
disposal. Some reached wvarious authors who included quotations from
Rashas’ commentary and nusach of the Yer. in their work. Some even
discussed Rashas’ Yer. nhusach and debated the question of the
extent to which it reflected an authentic version of the T.Y.

In the body of my work, I reviewed and summarized, chronologically,
the different approaches to Rashas’ nusach and commentary. In this
abstract, I will separately review those writers who quoted from
his commentary wr nusach te Yer. Zerarim (&), also separately,
those who published printed editions of Rashas’ nusach or his
commentary cf the Yer. (B), and those, separately, too, that
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discussed the quality of his nusach or commentary (C}).

Up until Lehmann's edition came out (Mainz 1875), several scholars
quoted passeges from Rashas’ commentary, sometimes passeges of his
nusach, but usually, did not discuss the worth of his wordings or
formulatione <R’ Yehoshua Benveniste, author of sede Yehoshua, was
the only one who also dealt with the guality of Rashas’ nusach>.
However, Lehmann and those that followed him, did so extensively.
Tt should be noted that only few scholars systematically dealt with
the quality of the commentary.

(A) Quotations from the commentary or nusach

1. R’ Moshe Trani - Hamabit - in his responsa.

2. R’ Yoseph Caro - in his ‘Kesef Mishneh’.

3. R' Bezalel Ashkenazi - in his responsa.

4. R' Shlomo Adeni - in his commentary of the Mishnah +Melachet
shlomo’. A proper, systematic study of Rashas’ nusach and
commentary, in the various editions before us, should be done
comparatively with the quotes from Rashas in ‘Melechet shlomo’.

5. R’ Yehoshua Benveniste - in his commentary 1gede Yehoshua’ on
tractates Berachot, Pe'h, Orla, Halah and Bikurim
{Constantinople 1662}. He valued Rashas’ greatness (see his
introduction), but was critical of his nusach; see below.

Tt seems that R' Yehoshua Benveniste had befere him a later
copy of Rashas’ commentary.

6. R' Moshe b, R’ sShlomo ben Haviv - in his commentary ‘Panei Meoashe’
on Yer. Berachot, Pe’ah and Demai (Jerusalem, 1994). Several
times, the author quoted long passages from Rashas‘’ commentary,
but he never mentioned his name. He only made sure to state at
the end of every instance of copying - ‘so I have found written’
(It is possible that in the manuscript that was before R’ Moshe
ben Haviv, the name of the commentator - Rashas, did not remain).

7. R' Yom Tov Algazi - in his commentary on the Ramban‘s Hilchot
Bechorot vechallah.

8. R’ chaim Yoseph David Azulai - the Hida - in his book
/Bin Zocher', which deals with the terminology of the two
ralmuds. The Hida briefly menticned Rashas’ manuscripst in
'shem Hagedelim'.

9. Dr. Naftali zZvl (Hirsch) Hildesheimer - in his comprehensive
research on the borders of Eretz Israel: ‘Beitreage zur
Geographie Palestinas’, Jahresbericht des Rabbiner Seminar,
Berlin 1885.

The commentators who commentated on the T.Y. after all parts of
Rashas’ textual and commentative work were published, many times

quoted from his work in their commentary.
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(B) Publishers of printed editiones

1.

Rabbi Meir Lehmann - was the first to publish Rashas’
commentary according to the manuscript found today in the
pritish Museum. Tehmann only managed to publish tractate
Berachot {(Mainz 1875). He made various comments, in his
edition, on Rashas’ commentary, under the title ‘Melr
Nativ'. He wrote a leng introduction to his edition, where
he discussed the quality of Rashas' nusach; see below.

Avraham Moshe Lunz published a new edition of The T.Y. with a
igufficient commentary according to the pshat’ (Berachot, pe’ah,
pemai and Kila‘im, Jerusalem, 1907-1915; shevi’it, chapters 1-5,
Jerusalem 1916). In the Lunz edition, the yerushalmi nusach was
printed according to the v.E, and it included changes in versions
of Rashas' manuscript. Iunz’ evaluation of the quality of rashas’

nusach is given in his introduction to his edition; see below.

Rabbi H. & pinkele continued R" M. Lehmann'’s proposed
project, and published according to panuscripts in the
British Museum all of Rashas’ ausach and commentary on
gera’im. To his edition, Dinkels added his own commentary,
named ‘Emunat yosef’. R' Dinkels wrote ne introduction to
his book. The first wvolume published by R’ Dinkels, tractate
Terumot, came out (without his commentary) in 1934. over the
years, R’ pinkels completed the publisbing of the other
tractates of order gera’im. In 1967, he completed his
project with the publication of tractate perachot.

R' Ephraim Garbo?2 published Rashas’ commentary to tractate
shekalim (Jerusalem, 1958), with his own commentary - ‘{Har

Ephraim’. Garboz wrote a short intreduction to his edition.

R®¢ Kalman Kahana, worked with the manuscripts of Rashasz’
commentary and nusach on Yer. Zera'im. He addressed the
relationships between the different manuscripts, and he
revised Rashas’ nusach and commentary to tractates shevi’it
and Bikurim. In addition, pbased on the Moscow manuscript 1135,
Kahana published two passages of Raghas’ commentary, missing

from the London 405 manuscript.

It is worthwhile mentioning here the publishing of the synoptic
edition of the T. y., edited by Peter schafer, HEane-Jurgen Becker
and a group of colleagues. SO far (at the end of 1997) they have
published 4 volumes. ID trhis synoptic edition, Rashas’ nusach for

the order zera'im in the existing manuscripts (Paris MS heb. 138%,
Moscow MS 1135, and 1.ondon MSs 403 - 404 - 405), are presented in
their entirety. This edition was preceded by H. 7. necker’s

publications describing in detail the remaining manuscripts.



{C) The following scholars discussed the quality of Rashas’ nueach
of the Yerushalmi:

1. R’ Yehoshua Benveniste [see (A) above]. He admired Rashas as
a commentator, but several times in the course of his
commentary, he expresses reservation of Rashas’ corrections of
the Yer. nusach. (For example: ‘and he has tha ability to
revise and correct, in his greatness, but we, being small,
do not interpret, only according to the written nusach,
unless it is absolutly required to explain a mistake.’ -
Sede Yshoshua on Berachot, 16b)

2. R' Meir Lehmann [see (B) above). Following is an essence of
his thoughts on the quality of Rashas‘ nusach.

a. Rashas‘ nusach is of better quality than the V.E.

b, Rashas’ nusach is eclectic, based on the several
manusgcripts he had before him.

¢. ‘(He) edited the'Moreh Makom‘ on the Yer., according to
the V.E. of the Yerushalmi, and a proof to that is on
page 2b, in ‘Moreh Makom! on Yerushalmi 40a. The same is
found on the same page in V.E.-* (It seems that he
believes that only the ‘Moreh Makem’ is based on the
V.E., but Rashas did not use the V.E. for editing his nusach.)

d. Rashas wrote ‘Moreh Makom’ and the introduction before he
wrote the commentary, and that was written before he
edited the Yer. nusach.

e. According to Lehmann, the cone whe wrote the manuscript
‘is not Rashas himself, because mistakes and deletions
were found in his writing, and they were corrected and
added on to the page’. This proves that the ‘scribe was
not a talmid chacham (Torah scholar) as Rashas was’. As
for the revisions ‘We have no doubt that the revisions
and corrections written by ancother person and in other
ink on the page, were written by Rashas himself.’

3. We learn about Avraham Moshe Lunz's reference to Rashas’
nusach, from what he wrote about Rashas at the beginning of
the edition of the T.Y. that he published. He wrote: ‘there
is no doubt that the genius Rashas allowed him to add and
correct, in the body of the vYer., according te the Tosefta,
Bavli etc. or alse according to his common sense,...there is
no doubt that many of his formulations were done accerding
to the manuscripts.’

4. Dov Ber Rattner mentions Rashas' nusach in his book Ahavath
Zion We-Yeruscholaim. Rattner extensively discussed the
value of Rashas' nusach in his article ‘oOn the manuscripts
of Rabbenu shlomo Syrilio and the value of the Yerushalmi of
the Petrakov print’, published in sequences, in Hamalitz 43
(1903), and reached these conclusions:
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Prof., Louis Ginzberg made sveral references to Rashas’
specific versions in his book ‘Perushim ve-Chidushim
biYerushalmi’ (New York 1941).

As for the Rashas’ T.Y. nusach, writes Ginzberg (p. 117):
‘on one issue there is criticism of him, and that is that
he made many revisions, according to parallel passages in
the midrashim and the Bavli,...wherever we find in his work
a version in the Yerushalmi that is different from what we
have in our books, it is queestionable whether his veralon iz
based on a manuecript version, or the change he made iz one
according to a logic, according to the veralon of the
rishonim...or according to a parallel text in other
scources’,

Did Rashas use the V.E.? According te Ginzberg - no! in his
words (English introduction, p. 101):

‘gyrileio’s commentary menticned above, is not based upon
the printed text. Either he began his work before 1523, or
the printed text never reached him in Palestiner.

Prof. Yaakov Nachum Halevi Epatein made many references to
Rashas’ revisions in his ‘Dikdukei Yerushalmi’ which were printed
in his book ‘Mevo‘ot Lesifrut hafmoraim’. I did net find in
Epstein any direct evaluation of Rashas’ nusach, but "between the
lines™ it is apparent that he views Rashas’ nusach as a 'tree
{(one can) rely on' {(for example on p. 354, note 1: ‘and I wish to
mention here the fine puasach of Rashasr). only rarely did he have
reservations about his revisions.

Prof. saul Lieberman often mentioned Rashas‘’ nusach in his many
boocks and writings. A fundamental discussion of the value of
Rashas' nusach is found briefly in the booklet ‘Al HaYerushalmi’
(Al HaYe.), and in the bock ‘HaYerushalmi Rifshutor(¥. Kif);

A lengthier review is found in Lieberman's article ‘Mashehu

al Mefarshim Kadmeonim laYerushalmi® (Mash.). He makes many
comments with regard to specific phrases of Rashas, in his

work ‘Teosefta Kifshutar’.

An essence of his views follows:

a. In Rashas' manuacript of the Yerushalmi there are some good,
and fine phrases. (Y. Kif.)

b. In his commentary and in his Yerushalmi text we find mmch
[ef interest], some true and accurate phrases...no doubt the
Rav used some fine manuscripts. (Mash.)

¢. In some places it clearly seems that he copied from
manuseripts of the Yerushalmi (Mash.)

d. ....The real form was much processed by R’ shlemo Syrilio,
for he sometimes corrected and worked over the content and
language according to the Bavli and the Rishonim. (Y. Kif.)
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a. ‘The genius R’ Shlomo Syrilie...must have used some
manuscripts of the Yerushalmi that were then in the Land
of East’.

b. ‘Most of the versions that R’ shlome Syrilio brings are
not versions he found in manuscripts before him, but are
merely creations of his mind, which he renewed according
to his logic...and a man as great as Rashas, who had a
large heart to compose an entire gemara (= the gemara on
Eduyot), certainly did not deem it so hard to revise the
body of the Yerushalmi on his own merit and logic in
those places that seemed appropriate to him te revise.'’

¢. ‘The important thing iz that he revised the Yerushalmi
according to the Talmud Bavli sc that the two would not
be divided between them.‘’

d. ‘Most of the revisions made by Rashas are apparent in the
clarity of their language and declare (upon themselves)
that they are not from the linguistic source of the
rwriters” of the Talmud, and the imprint of a latter time
is evident on them’.

e. *‘he had before him V.E.'

f. ‘The genius Rashas...brought in his commentary of the
Yer. the V.E. and in the body of the (Talmud) Yerushalmi
he presented his revisicns'.

Rattner speaks with respect of Rashas as a commentator, but

is eritical of his revisions of the Yer. nusach. as for
Rashas’ way of revising the Yerushalmi according te the

Bavli, writes Rattner: ‘If we wish to revise the Yerushalmi
only because we do not find (the same texts) in the Bavli,
then wa will not find our hands and legs in the beit
hamidrash, and then we would not have a T.Y¥. only a Talmud
Bavli in the body of a T.Y'.

As for a certain revision made by Rashas, Rattner "scolds"
Rashas: °’... but to erase from the bock the entire passage and
to revise it according to the Bavli, as the genius Rashas did,
and to present it in the body ef the Yerushalmi, such a thing
cannot be donel’, and at the end of a discussion en another
correction, Rattner writes: rThis is not the text of the
Yerushalmi given to us by the Amoraim of Eretz Israel, but
rather the Yerushalmi given to us by the genius R' Shlomo
syrilio-’.

This approach to Rashas’ nusach, expressed in Rattner’s article,
is also expressed in ‘Ahavat Zion ve-Yerusholaim’, in the context

of relating teo Rashas’ nusach.
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e. It is probably a fact, that later on, he got hold of the V.E.
of the Yerushalmi and he regularly used it, for he menticns in
some places, pages of this edition (Mash.)

f. A careful eye will usually be able to discern between a
revision of the Rav himself and a formula he had before him in

a manuscript. (Mash..-, note no. 94)

Following are Liberman‘'s words about the gquality of Rashas'
commentary:
a. ‘his commentary is especially important to us, because it is
«lose to the commentary of the Rishonim, 2"%. (Al HaYe.)
b. 'His commentary ie one of the best interpretations we have of
the Yerushalmi’. {Mashebhu)

prof. Yaakov sussmann mentioned Rashas in various writings.

T++:11 suffice here to quote from a comment in his article

iRtovet Hilchatit Me'emek Beit shean’ ({ ‘Halachic inscriptien from
Beit shean Valley’., parbiz 43, 1974):

We have alsoc a nuasach of R’ shlomo syrilie, and even though
it is clear that the Rav revised much on his own accord, and
even ‘processed’ +he V.E. he had before him, it seems clear
that he did not [revise] everything on his own, and for at
least part the arder Zera'im, he had before him manuscripts
and passages from the Rishonim, accerding to which he revised
his nusach... It is a shame that this composition - the body
and commentary of the verushalni - did not yet (100 Years
after the firset tractate came out in print, Mainz 1875) merit
a thorough, systematic sxamination.

Prof. Moshe assis published an extensive article about Rashas’
nusach on Yer. shekalim (sefer zikaron le-Harav yitschak Nissim,
part 2). Ameng his conclusicns: spaghas did not use the nusach of
¢the prints of tractate shekalim’ (P- 133). At the end of his
article, and in view of his conclusion that rashas did not use
the nusach of the prints when he edited the verushalmi for
shekalim, Prof. possis wrote the followings

That is why it seems to me that there is room for an extensive
and thorough examination of Rashas’ nusach of gera’im, so that
a conclusion may be reached on this guesion { = whether Rashas
used the nusach of V.E.)}. It's very possible that this
examination will show that we alsoc have, in order Zera’im, an
independent version of Rashas, although "worked over" here and
there , but atill a version independent of the V.E. (MY
emphasis, A.S.); SO we now have a third manuscript for ordei
Zera'im: the Leyden manuseript, the Rome manuscript and BRQW the
Rashas’ manuscript. Thus, do we have pefore us an untold
treasure (01731 D¥INT) O a "mixed bag” (19193 IR that we

did not know about?! T wonder. ;e
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I have taken this task upon myself, and as I elaborate in the
fifth chapter of this thesis, it is undoubtedly proved that Rashas,
in editing the Yer. nusach of Zera‘im, used the V.E. version.

Chapter Five
The value of Rashas’ nusach to the gtudy of the Yer. nusach

The question at the focus of my research of the nusach is:

should Rashas’ nusach of the Yerushalmi Zera'im be viewed as a third
testimony of authentic nusach for order Zera'im, in addition to the
two manuscripts (Leyden and Rome) which we have for this order?

T wished to reach an answer to this question, based on a complete,
systematic, comprehensive and profound examination of Rashag’ nusach
in each one of the eleven tractates of order gerarim.

To the best of my ability, I carried out such a research; here are

the conclusions:

a. Rashas’ nusach for Zera’im should not be viewed as another
testimony of authentic nusach for yer. Zera‘'im, for it becomes
c¢lear that Rashas used the V.E. nusach while editing his
Yerushalmi nusach of each of the tractates of the order. uy
conclusion does not contradict Prof. Assgisge conclusion about
Rashas’ not using this edition when he wrote his commentary
and nusach on Yerushalmi Shekalim. In light of the fact that
this tractate is the first one he commentated on and revised,
it is definitely possible that he did that before he had
access to the V.E., while he wrote and edited the commentary
and nusach of order Zera'im, after having access to the V.E.

b. The V.E. served as a "nusach basis" for Rashas. When the V.E.
version seemed appropriate to him, in content or in linguistic
rules, he copied it as is into his edition, without checking
alternatives in other sources; and when the nusach in that
edition didn‘t seem right to him, because of one or another
difficulty, he revised and corrected the version. At times,
he made corrections, on his own accord, and sometimes -
according to the different sources he had at his disposal,
including a manuscript(/s?) of a Yerushalmi that was
apparently accessible to him.

c. Often, there are changes between the Yer. nusach in the s.v.s
{(22NNEN 391297) of the commentary, and the Rashas' own nusach
of the Yerushalmi. A careful examination of these changes shows
that in all cases, the version of the s.v.s is closer to the V.E.
version than to Rashas’ own version in his edition. That is



- XXV -
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After carefully examining Rashas’ revisions of the V.E., it seems
possible to distinguish between the different types of corrections:

A. Revisions Rashas made on the nusach before him, based on

different gcurces:

a. corrections and completions according to Tannaic sources
(Mishnah, Tosefta, Halachic Midrashim) and to Aggadic Midrashim.
(Rashas probably believed that the Tannaic sources before him
kept the Tannaic traditions in their original nusach, while in
the Yer. nusach before him, the Tannaic sources are often brought
in a truncated and corrupt version. Rashas apparently assumed the
same with regard to aggadic midrashim).

b. corrections and completions according te parallel sugiot in
the Yer., when he assumed, based on a careful comparative
examination of the V.E. in both parallel sugiot, that the
authentic nusach of the sugia was kept in one tractate, and
was distorted in its parallel, in the other tractate.

¢. corrections and completions according to parallel texts in
the T.B. (See below).

d. corrections and completions accerding to the nusach of
passages in the Yer. found in Rishonim,

B. Revisions of nusach as a result of his commentary of a sugia.
C. Revisions in grammar and terminology.

An explanation of Rashas’ revising the Yerushalmi according to the
Talmud Bavli

Rashas also revised the Yer. based cn parallel sugiot and different
traditicns found in the T.B. This is seemingly strange; we would
understand if he were to revise one source in the Yer. based on a
parallel source in the Yer., but why revise a sugia in the Yer.
according to the Talmud Bavli, whose tradition is so different?
We must conclude, that in editing his nusach of the Yer., Rashas did
not only intend to reconstruct an authentic nusach of the Talmud
Yerushalmi; his purpose was also to present a correct version of the
issue discussed. Az a result, when he found a difference in version
between the Bavli and the Yerushalmi in Tannaic gources, in names of
Tannaim and Amoraim, in place names etc., he saw fit to insert in
the Yer. the proper version of the text, according te the Bavli, as
long as this "correcticn” does not cause confusion to the content of
the Yer. sugia, nor its inner structure.
In this matter it is worth mentioning that in twe places, Rashas not
only allowed himself to revise and correct the Yer. according to
findings in the parallel sugict in the Bavli, but he also went as
far as to integrate two entire Bavli sugiot in the Yer. sugiaz
a. Pe'ah 90a: Rashas copied a sugia from Bavli Sotah 45a.
b. Ma'aser sheni 37a - 39b. Rashas copied an entire sugia from T.B.
Baba Metsia 44b - 45b,
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chapter Six
characteriatice of Rashas’ commentary

originality. We view Rashas’' commentary on the Yer. as an

original and independent commentary. For & minerity of passages

in the T.XI.. naghas found firm basis in the commentaries of
Rishonim {(Rambam, Rabbenu shimshon of Shantz, the Rosh,

R’ Yitschak b. Malki-Tsedek, R’ Meir ibn sahula), but even to these,
he added his original style. That is because the Rishonim, to the
extent that they referred to the Yer. and explained it, did sc while
interpreting the mishnayot of order gera'im, while Rashas who
commentated directly on the Yer. Talmud, had to adapt theilr
commentaries to his orientations in commentating on the Talmudic
text.

Independence. Rashas shows himself to be an independent
commentator; when the Rishonim’s statements are not in accordance
with what is understood from the YeI., he feels free to dispute
them. At times, he does not even refrain from using harsh
language at his predecessors, when disagreeing with them.

Thoroughness. In his commentary, Rashas related to every difficulty
that came up in the course of ljearning the sugia, and to every
gentence that needed clarification. He directed the reader’s
attention to the yer.'s special language and rerminology; wherever
he thought clarifying and understanding 2 sugia called for previous
knowledge, Rashas added the necessary complementary information to
his explanations. Many times he referred +he learnmer, to what is

said on the same igsue in the T.B.

Rashas’ regard to the T.B. . As much as was possible, Rashas
attempted to explain the Yer. in a way which would not contradict
what was said in the pavli. He clearly stated this tendency.

For example: ‘and the explanation of the first is the important
one, so that there ghould not be & dispute betweeln the two
malmude, even if the explanation be unsatisfactory, all the more
so when it ie a pleasing explanation’ {Berachot 522)7 +,,.and
poth Talmuds come up with the same style’ (Pe’ab 29b); t...8nd

wa are able to direct the sugiot [= of the Bavli and Yer.}] to one
explanation in our commentary’ (Ma‘asrot 20a).

Rashas’ linguistic approach. In his writing, Rashas shows a rich
expressive ability. He uses his extensive knowledge of Bible,
targumim and chazal literature in his writings. pesides his fluency
in Hebrew and aramaic, he is also knowledgable in additional
languages: Ggreek, Arabic and Ladino, and he uses this knowledge in
his commentary. His linguistic sensitivity and his broad knowledge
are expressed in his linguistic discussions, which are not always

warranted, from the commentative aspect, in certain issues.
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And yet, in both his commentary and his nusach, cne is aware

of a linguistic "Babylonization". Although aware of the
differences between the Bavlii's language and that of the Yer., it
becomes clear that Rashas sometimes gives certain expressions an
explanation, which linguistically is inappropriate for the
Galilee Aramaic - the language of the Yer. Even in his
preparation of his nusach of the Yer., Rashas often blurred the
linguistic uniqueness of Galilee Aramaic.

Times and places in Raphas’ commentary. In various places in his
commentary, there is an expression of the different agpects of
Rashas’ life in Eretz Israel in the second half of the 16th
century. There are instances where Rashas expressed the halachic
tradition prevalent in Eretz Israel at the time; at times, he
incorporated in his work common oral traditions of that time in
Eretz Israel; the impression one gathers from studying his
coemmentary, is that he was well aware of the geographic and
social reality of Eretz Israel and its surroundings.

The commentary as a basis for halachic ruling. We have stated

previously that Rashas' main purpose in his commentary was

to be able to reach halachic ruling, and the interpretation is

actually a basis for those rulings. Following are some

principles of ruling that can be gleaned from his commentary:

a}) In a dispute between the Bavli and Yer. Talmuds, the Bavli
should be the one ruled by, and as a given, ruling should take
Place from what is learned from the Bavli‘'s "stama detalmuda”
(words of the Talmud itself, excluding the name of the
Talmud's chachamim;.

b) Common practice has halachic validity, as long as it does
not contradict what we learn from the T.B.

c) There is full commitment to what is said in the Talmud,
however, there is a possiblity of changing rulings in view
of changes in reality.

Rashas believed that because of new realities, it is
hecessary, in certain cases, to translate the set
pPrinciples to practical language, in a different way from
that of the past. Rashas assumes that in the different
ruling, there is no deviation from what was determined in
the Talmud, because the earlier ruling was carried out in a
certain situation, and in a situation such as there exists
presently, even the Talmud's chachamim would have ruled
differently (see his interpretation of Demai 22b and
Terumot 25b <l4a>).

d) A ruling should be made based on the understanding of the
pehat (the simple understanding) of the issue in the Yer.,
even if this ruling opposes what was ruled by the Rishonim.
{There are places that Rashas writes that the Rishonim’s
halachic ruling was based on an erroneous nusagh of the
Yer. Talmud before them).
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e) Where there is a dispute between Rishenim, and the issue can be
understood both ways, it is best to rule according to the severe

view.
our chapter has two appendices:

2. Rashas’ commentative and textual influence on the commentary of
the Talmud Yerushalmi and the final formulation of his nusach
in later editions

Rashas' imprint in his commentary on Yer. Zera'im, can be seen in

R’ Yehoshua Benveniste’s commentary ‘sSede Yehoshua’, and through him
also in the commentary of the Raf (R’ Eliyahu Fulda), even if the
latter was not always careful to mention his sources. As for Rf Moshe
Margalit’'s commentary ‘Pnei Moshe’, it is more difficult to identify
the influence of Rashas' commentary, for the ‘Pnei Mosher tried to
explain the difficult passages in his own original way, while with
regard to the simpler passages, it is doubtful whether he was
influenced by his predecessors, or he interpreted like they did, on his
own. In any case, it seems that to some extent, he too was influenced
by the commentaries of his predecessors.

Also with regard to the nusach of the Talmud Yerushalmi, Rashas’
influence is, to some extent, felt. The ’'Sede Yehoshua’ did in fact
criticize the liberty taken by Rashas in revising the nusach of the
Yer., which resulted in his refraining from using several nusach
passages of the Rashas’. However, he many times does include in his
nusach passages, that a discerning eye finda them not to be eriginal
Yer. passages, but passages he adopted from Rashas’ nusach. Over time,
some of these "labored" nusach passages were inserted in later prints
of the Talmud Yerushalmi.

B. Rashas' attitude to Eretz Yisrael, as reflected in his commentary

Apparently, the most dominant issue reflected in the text, and
between the lines of Rashas’ commentary is his attitude to Eretz
Israel and the commandment to mettle there,

In Rashas' generation, the generation after the Expulsion from spain,
there was a national Jewish awakening; Jews came to Eretz Israel,
gettled in safed, Tiberias, Hebron and Jerusalem. The prevalent dealing
with mysticism in that generation, was an important catalyst in
cultivating messianic perceptions. As a result, there was an increase
in the need to translate messianic belief to practical language, that
is - to come to Eretz Israel in order to live there permanently.
Rashas’ aliya to Eretz Israel as a partner of that awakening, and his
actual decision to write a commentary to the Talmud of Eretz Israsl,
express his firm faith in the eternal connection between the Jewish

people and its land.
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This deep belief is expressed not only in the actual writing of

a commentary on the T.Y., but many times in the course of the
commentary itself, in choosing the commentaries, in the way they are
phrased and in the notes he incorporated in the commentary. An
accumulating impression from studying Rashas’ commentary is that he
was imbued with a deep faith in the spiritual qualities of the

Land, and in the Jewish pecple’s exclusive right to it.

Chapter saven

iRashag’ library’ - the writings he studied and mentioned in hie

commentary

studying Rashas’ commentary shows that he used many books for his
commentary on the Yer., starting with Bible and Targums and ending
with books written in his time., (It is worth mentioning that when
discussing Rashas’ library composition, we should keep in mind that
Rashas worked on his commentary in different places <Salonika -
safed - and maybe even Jerusalem>, and it‘s not unlikely that a
certain book that was available to him in one place, was not
available in ancther.)

Determining the makeup of Rashas’ library is important for our
research of his commentative and textual work. With regard to his
commentative work, we would be able te examine, based on the
results of the investigation, how prginal Rashas was in his
commentary; for we would be able to find out in which of his
commentaries could he have based himself on his predecessors. As
for the textual work, based on the result of the examination, we
would be able to cenclude to what the changes he made in the Yer.
nusach reflect what he found in works that were available to him,
and to what extent they are his own revisien. As a by-product of
the investigation, we would be able to geta picture of how
widespread the Jewish literary treasures were, in the 16th
century, in the generation following the Expulsion. We can learnm,
from research into the matter, whether all the writings that were
at Rashas’ disposal, are at our disposal today. (In fact, from
checking Rashas’ sources, we learn that there were two
compesitions before him, that are unknown to us, but from his
commentary alone: the Ravad’'s commentary on Shekalim and R’ Meir
ibn sahula’s commentary on Mishnah Zera‘im.)

We can also research the history of the final “crystalization®

of the nusach of different Jewish compositions, if we compare the
nusach of passages from different writings in Rashas‘ library -
especially from book manuscripts - to their nusach in the printed

editions before us.
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A prefacing remark: from just a mentioning one compeosition or
another, a quote from the sayings of one schelar or another, or a
mention of what they say, in Rashas' commentary, we cannot
automatically assume that the source was available to him. It is
possible that he indirectly quoted from them, from passages someone
else included in his composition. Caution should therefore be taken
in drawing conclusions, and each case should be evaluated for it
being a direct or indireect quote.

It is difficult to determine unegquivocal criteria for such
evaluations. In my conclusions, in this chapter about the makeup of
Rashas’ library, I, for the most part, assumed that a quote is
direct, unless there were facts that make other assumpticns
feasible. I prepared the list of books that were at Rashas’
disposal, based on a careful examination of the quotaticns from
different compositions, included in Rashas' commentary, and by
comparing them to the nusach of those passages in the printed
editions of theose books we have today.

(The list is given in the body of the text on pp. 243 - 245.

with regard to each book, I mentioned whether it seemed likely

that Rashas used the manuscript of the book before him, or the
printed edition of that composition. My conclusions on that

are based on an examination of the year in which the first printed
edition of the different compostions came out).



