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Abstract

This paper focuses on the pedagogical method of Rabbi Abraham Bornstein in his book
rEglei Tal.” The book, which addresses the twelve forbidden labors on the Sabbath,
serves as an important resource for understanding Rabbi Abraham Bornstein’s unique
scholarly approach, yet it has been relatively under-researched in terms of its
methodology. The study examines the book not only as a collection of legal rulings but
also as a pedagogical tool that demonstrates a distinctive method of teaching.

The analysis of the pedagogical method is conducted from historical, halakhic, and
theoretical perspectives. The primary sources include the book itself, the responsa
rAveni Nezer” by Rabbi Abraham Bornstein, and writings by his descendants (which
provide biographical context and insight into his scholarly approach). Secondary sources
include historical descriptions of the development of Torah scholarship in Europe and
academic studies on the evolution of Talmudic study methodologies.

The work analyzes Rabbi Bornstein’s methods of inquiry, while considering the
development of teaching methods in Poland and Lithuania, placing him within the trends
of pilpul (the dialectical method of Talmudic analysis) and the new analytical approach
of Rabbi Chaim of Brisk.

The analysis of the teaching method shows that it is characterized by a deep examination
of each legal source with the aim of formulating a clear and consistent methodology
throughout the entire topic. This method emphasizes the need to understand the internal
logic of each source while systematically applying it to all discussed issues. The work
demonstrates how Rabbi Bornstein used the Jerusalem Talmud not only as a
complementary tool but as an independent source that reflects a different approach to
study. It also illustrates how he employs verses and biblical interpretations to explain
halakha and resolve difficulties.

As part of examining his pedagogical approach, we identified four recurring conceptual
frameworks in the book that Rabbi Abraham utilizes to explain various topics:

1. Means or Ends: Rabbi Bornstein distinguishes between actions that serve as
means to achieve an outcome and actions whose end is the action itself, using

this distinction to resolve conflicting issues.

2. Action in Potential or Action of the Object: A distinction between direct action

and indirect action.

3. Shared Terminology: The use of a single term for different subjects, with a
change in legal ruling according to context.



4. The Agent and the Acted Upon: A distinction between the action of the person

and the actual outcome.

Rabbi Abraham Bornstein’s central innovation is his educational approach, which
focused on imparting his teaching method through writing. His book ”Eglei Tal” was
written with a unique goal of instilling the students with the principles of learning and
methodology specific to him. Thus, the book serves as an educational tool aimed at
equipping learners with the ability to understand, analyze, and independently apply
halakhic issues. The careful study of sources using recurring conceptual frameworks is
central to his writing, rather than mere legal rulings.

Although the stated aim of the book is to guide how to study Talmudic issues, Rabbi
Bornstein also engages in legal rulings. The work analyzes his approach to rulings in
relation to the Shulchan Aruch and other later authorities, along with his attitude toward

the fear of teaching.

In conclusion, in light of this study, we can understand how the unique pedagogical
method of Rabbi Abraham Bornstein grants his book ”Eglei Tal” a significant place
within the Jewish literary canon. Rabbi Bornstein composed this book to teach his
students how to learn, making it fundamentally methodological, which is its uniqueness.
It serves as a guide in studying that attempts to replicate the regular daily lesson in his
yeshiva. His method of teaching, which requires depth in each source and constructing
a thoughtful framework for each book and each commentator while utilizing conceptual
frameworks, may help the learner study more effectively.
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