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In the paper’s summary, the two models stemming from the analysis of the case
studies are presented: the model of separation and the model of integration. The
model of separation will be represented Rabbi Neria and the model of integration by
Rabbi Drukman. The examination of the test cases and establishment of the models
show that the integration of the yeshiva leader’s world to the political world is
possible and can be successful, but in the following cases:

e Activity according to the integration model — a model in which the rabbi
succeeds in combining both worlds simultaneously, while maintaining the
uniqueness of each world.

e Activity in a party in which the rabbi is considered its exclusive Torah
authority.

e Activity in a party in which there is external opinions of Torah in the party.

\



Moreover, as Gush Emunim’s representative, Rabbi Drukman dealt a great deal with
issues concerning Israel’s security in general, and the settlement of Judea, Samaria
and the Gaza Strip specifically; with the way of life in these areas and his aspiration
that settling there would be just like settling in any other community in Israel.

Rabbi Drukman’s involvement with state-religion legislation was relatively sparse,
and it corresponded with the public issues being discussed at any certain time. This
allowed him to be involved with laws meant to strengthen Isracl’s Jewish character,
such as anchoring in law the rights for sale during Shmita (the seventh year in a seven
year cycle where Jewish fields are to lie fallow), adjusting the start of the school year
to the Hebrew calendar, and more. When Rabbi Drukman was engaged in these
issues, he presented them as topics connected to the identity of the country and its
people, and not only as a religious issue. This was the reason that Rabbi Drukman
presented them in a public — not yeshiva-like, fashion and his speeches were peppered
with passages from contemporary Israeli literature and not necessarily from historical
Torah sources.

Although Rabbi Drukman reached the Knesset because he was instructed to do so
by his teacher and rabbi, Rabbi Kook — and not because he wanted to, the moment he
began to serve as an MK, Rabbi Drukman turned the Knesset into an additional arena
for activity and influence for political, religious and educational principles that he
believed in. He was successful in combining yeshiva leadership with the Knesset and
worked simultaneously in more than one arena that contributed to Israeli society.

Most of his speeches were public in nature and were directed at the public at large.



was the rabbinate that Rabbi Neria chose. Thus, his speeches were also mostly
delivered in the yeshiva style.

The Second Test Case: Rabbi Haim Drukman

Prior to the 1977 elections, Rabbi Drukman, as the representative of Gush Imunim
and under the patronage of Rabbi Zvi Yehuda Kook, was placed second on the NRP’s
list of Knesset candidates. In 1983, Rabbi Drukman left the NRP and founded the
Zionist Religious Camp which ran for the 11" Knesset as part of the as part of the
Morasha list. Prior to elections for the 15" Knesset, Rabbi Drukman returned and
served as an MK on behalf of the NRP.

Rabbi Drukman sees value as an ideological envoy in every facet of his life, and
sees the establishment of the State of Israel as part of the redemption process for the
People of Israel, including for all those who have settled there. His ideological
journey can be summed up by the “Zionist triangle”: The Land of Israel for the
People of Israel according to the Torah of Israel”.

During Rabbi Drukman’s tenure in the Knesset, it was current events that created
the circumstances that led to an especially large portion of his time to be dedicated to
issues affiliated to foreign affairsand defense. Several months following the
commencement of his term in the ninth Knesset, peace negotiations with Egypt
began, which eventually led to the evacuation of the settlements in the Sinai
Peninsula. Rabbi Drukman became the leader of the struggle against the withdrawal
from Sinai and was active as both a parliamentarian and as a prominent Zionist-
religious rabbi and educator. This activity was expressed in other discussions

concerning peace agreements with Arab countries and the Palestinian Authority.



that those eligible by law to immigrate are only those actually eligible by the law and
that a Jew would only be defined according to criteria of Jewish law. The government
opposed the bill but took the NRP’s problematic position into consideration, and
allowed it to abstain. Rabbi Neria found himself in the midst of an intense conflict
between his religion as a rabbi and his political commitments. In the end, after many
misgivings, Rabbi Neria abstained — in line with his political party.

Rabbi Neria also dealt with issues that were intended to strengthen Jewish-
religious principles in the country’s services: in topics naturally considered as
affiliated to religious subjects with the goal of strengthening Israel’s identity a Jewish
state and maintaining its Jewish character, in its everyday behavior, and in the values
represented in its decisions and legislation.

Rabbi Neria was an educator by profession. As the head of the Bnei Akiva
yeshivas and as a Knesset member, Rabbi Neria tried to answer their needs. As
mentioned above, his main concern was for the high-school yeshivas and the
implications resulting from the Ahitov reform in education. Eventually, the official
religious education system successfully coped with the reform by establishing
middle-schools affiliated with the existing high-school yeshivas. However, in spite of
his arrival from a sectorial party, most of Rabbi Neria’s remaining speeches and
activities dealt with issues connected to Israel’s education in general.

Rabbi Neria’s tenure in the Knesset is not considered the time when his star shone
the brightest, and it seems that he never felt comfortable in the Knesset, and even
remarked about this period, “May something as horrible as this ever happen to me

again”. It appears that in the conflict between the rabbinate and the political system, it



representing the two test cases examined in this paper served as Knesset members on
behalf of parties that are considered religious, the next introduction chapter deals with
understanding the term religious party and the stature of religious parties in Israel.

The First Test Case: Rabbi Moshe-Tzvi Neria

In 1969, following a decision by the Ministry of Education for a reform of the
education the high-school yeshivas and ulpanot feared for their institutions. In 1969,
these concerns for his life’s work led Rabbi Neria to join the party’s list for the
upcoming Knesset elections.

The opinions of Rabbi Neria throughout his life, both on educational issues and
on public issues, were conservative and pragmatic. This stance did not only take the
“letters of the law” into account, but all of life’s considerations and constraints as
well.

A large part of Rabbi Neria’s parliamentary activity was dedicated to the issue of
Who is a Jew. The Bagatz Shalit and the amendment to the Law of Return in 1970
placed the NRP in a conflicting position between its commitments to Jewish Law on
one hand, and the commitments of the coalition (of which it was a member) to the
Supreme Court, on the other. The Supreme Court’s ruling allowed the actually
registration of those not considered Jewish by Jewish law to be registered as Jews. In
spite of holding an official position, Rabbi Neria harshly opposed the ruling of the
Supreme Court and expressed his concern for the damage to the country’s Jewish
identity. In spite of the political compromise that was reached — that was acceptable to
Rabbi Neria, he continued to caution of the new reality that had been created. In 1972

there was another attempt to amend the Law of Return that would officially set forth



Abstract

The goal of this paper is to analyze the involvement of the transition from a yeshiva to the
Knesset; to examine if this move is at all possible and realistic, if there are conflicts
between these two areas of activity, if the yeshiva world (that strives to find the truth) and
the political world (called the “world of compromise”), can coexist. The paper will
present two models of the activity of the parliamentary rabbi — the model of separation
and the model of integration. To accomplish this, this work will examine two test cases of
persons who have been yeshiva leaders and Knesset members:

e Rabbi Moshe-Zvi Neria: founder and leader of the the Bnei Akiva Yeshiva in
Kfar Haroe, and leader of the Bnei Akiva yeshivas. He served as a Knesset
member in the seventh Knesset on behalf of the National Religious Party (NRP)
from 1969-1973.

e Rabbi Haim Drukman: The leader of the Or Etzion Bnei Akiva Yeshiva and chair
of the Bnei Akiva Yeshiva Center. Rabbi Drukman served as a Knesset member
on behalf of the NRP and Morasha parties from the ninth to 11" Knesset (1977-
1988) and in the 15" Knesset (1999-2003).

This paper presents the test case’s ideological journey, which leads to a review of
their Knesset activities, examination of their speeches in the Knesset, their writings,
archival findings and evaluation of the media in their time. Moreover, personal
interviews were held to help understand their actions. In order to understand the
problem and the test cases, the paper’s introduction chapters expound on these points.
The first chapter deals with understanding religious leadership and its authority, in

addition to the relationship with the political leadership. Since the persons
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